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Asia-Pacific Prize in Economic History 

 
for the best PhD thesis in economic history in the Asia-Pacific Region, 

awarded by the Economic History Society of Australia and New Zealand  
 
Aim 
 
The aim of the prize is to reward outstanding postgraduate research work in economic history. The 
prize celebrates the growing research activity in economic history across the countries of the Asia-
Pacific region. It is also reflective of the increasing interaction and collaboration among economic 
historians, their PhD students, and their national professional societies, in the context of the 
growing economic integration across the Asia-Pacific region.  
 
Procedure 
 
Following a call for nominations by the Secretary of the Society, nominations should be submitted 
to the Secretary. Nominations must contain a CV of the author, a 3,000 word dissertation summary, 
a PDF copy of the thesis, and confirmation that the thesis meets the criteria for the prize. The 
executive committee of the Society will select a panel of independent readers, who will select 
theses on the basis of the abstracts, rank the theses and make a recommendation to the executive 
committee. The President of the Society will announce the winner and arrange presentation of the 
prize. The Society will only award the prize if a thesis of sufficient merit is received. The winner 
of the prize and up to two runners-up will be announced on the website of the Society and on 
EH.net.  
 
Prize 
 
The Asia-Pacific Prize in Economic History is awarded triennially to the best PhD thesis on a 
subject related to the economic history of one or more of the countries in the Asia-Pacific region. 
It consists of A$500 and publication of the 3,000 word summary of the winning thesis in the 
Australian Economic History Review, subject to the normal editorial revision by the journal editors. 
The summaries of the runners up will also be published in the Australian Economic History Review, 
subject to the normal editorial revision by the journal editors. 
 
Criteria 
 
The prize shall be awarded to the candidate submitting the best PhD thesis in the general field of 
the economic history (including business history and other cognate fields of research) of one or 
more countries in the Asia-Pacific region (except Australia and New Zealand), written in English, 
accepted by the examiners in the three years preceding the closing date, and meeting in full or in 
substantial part the requirements of a PhD degree. A thesis may be submitted for the prize once 
only. Theses on Australia and New Zealand topics may be nominated for the S.J. Butlin Prize. 
 
Informal enquiries about the prize can be sent to the Secretary of the Economic History Society of 
Australia and New Zealand, jim.mcaloon@vuw.ac. 
 
Martin Shanahan 
President, Economic History Society of Australia and New Zealand 
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