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2012 Asia Pacific economic and business history conference;
hosted by the Australian national university; Held 16-18 February
2012; 65 Delegates from 15 Countries
Global headlines continue to be
littered with news of economies
grappling with the challenges of the
current financial crisis. This
provided a fitting context for a
meeting of economic and business
historians from around the world
who convened in Canberra in
February 2012 for the Asia Pacific
Economic and Business History
Conference.
The conference series, which has
become one of the most important
events of the year for the field of
economic and business history in
the region, has been convened
annually since 2006 by the
Economic History Society of
Australia and New Zealand.
Previous host cities have included
those in the USA, Japan and New
Zealand as well as Australia’s
Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane.

Local organising committee
member, Associate Professor
Pierre van der Eng, from the host
organisation, Australian National
University’s (ANU’s) College of
Business and Economics, said he
was pleased Canberra was chosen
to host the conference for the first
time.
“Canberra’s ANU has a
longstanding reputation in the fields
of economic and business history,
as well as economics and business
studies and the study of Asia and
the Pacific. This means Canberra
has a nucleus of academics in the
field, which is somewhat rare given
its specialist nature,” A/Professor
van der Eng said.
“We also have another drawcard
here for economic historians – the
Noel Butlin Archives Centre. This is
a nationally significant collection of

primary source material relating to
business and labour, a wonderful
source for both academics and the
community, and named in honour of
Australia’s most celebrated
economic historian.
“We attracted a quality series of
presentations from specialists
representing 15 countries, each with
a unique take on the broad theme of
‘Economic Integration’. The line-up
included renowned economic
historian, Professor Price Fishback
from The University of Arizona, who
delivered the keynote Noel Butlin
lecture,” he said.
“All of these aspects added to
Canberra’s appeal for the 65
delegates who travelled here for the
conference. We had the right
environment to discuss and
compare regional knowledge,
thereby broadening the collective
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understanding of the historical
evolution of societies and
economies.”

means to draw attention to the
relevance of past economic history to
present challenges.”

A/Professor van der Eng said a
highlight was the launch of the
Centre for Economic History in the
ANU College of Business and
Economics.

In addition to the formal program,
conference participants took the
opportunity to network with their
colleagues during social functions.
The conference dinner, hosted at the
ceremonial heart of ANU, University
House, was particularly popular. While
weather may have affected the
entertainment in the gardens on the
evening, it did not dampen the
exceptional dining experience for
guests among the venue’s heritagelisted architecture and décor.

“The new Centre, which was
launched during the conference by
Secretary to the Treasury Dr Martin
Parkinson, is a forum for quality
research and discussion of
economic history among
academics, and an interface with
the wider world,” he said.
“It will add to ANU’s capacity to
understand the deep drivers of
economic developments and to
influence domestic and regional
policy debates. We expect it will
also help to reinvigorate interest in
economic history, and act as a

Conference delegates could also opt
to treat themselves to a series of
world-class exhibitions on display in
Canberra, which fortunately coincided
with the conference. These included
“Renaissance: Raphael-BotticelliBellini-Titian, 15th & 16th Century
Paintings” at the National Gallery of
Australia; and “Handwritten: Ten

Centuries of Manuscript
Treasures” at the National Library
of Australia. Alternatively,
delegates could opt for local tours,
including a tour of Canberra city,
visiting Parliament House, Mount
Ainslie lookout, the Australian War
Memorial, and the embassy area.
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A/Professor van der Eng said the
field of business and economic
history received a much needed
boost as a result of the
conference.
“The conference will help to
reinvigorate our field. Something
very important to academia is the
publication of papers, and I believe
we will see quality papers
published as a result of the
conference, which will help
advance our collective
understanding. This coupled with
the launch of the new Centre are
excellent outcomes,” he said.

From the president
Martin Shanahan

Winter is now well and truly starting
to set-in here in the Southern
Hemisphere, and academics are
busy teaching classes, writing
papers, researching the archives –
or perhaps flying to warmer climes
in the northern hemisphere.
As you can see from other articles
in this newsletter, the 2012

Conference held in Canberra in
February went very well. With a
wonderful mixture of scholarly
enquiry and social events, the
conference once again enabled
scholars from around the AsiaPacific (and further afield) to meet,
mingle and debate. If you were
unable to attend, or simply wish to
remind yourself of the great diversity
of papers and scholars who were
there, go to the society’s conference
home page at
http://apebh2012.wordpress.com/pro
visionalprogram/. The winner of the
best conference paper (supported by
Wiley-Blackwell) was Ekaterina
Sadetskaya a PhD student from the
University of Canterbury, New
Zealand) for her paper “An
investigation of aggregate and
regional mortality trends in New
Zealand, 1858---1940” co-authored
with Les Oxley. This year the Noel
Butlin lecture was given by
Professor Price Fishback (University
of Arizona, USA) on the topic
‘Coming out of economic crisis:
What worked and what did not in

Roosevelt’s New Deal’. In
addition to a wonderful lecture we
were fortunate to have some of
Noel Butlin’s family attend. The
conference also saw the launch
of the ANUs Centre for Economic
History- a welcome addition to
the academic landscape in
Australia and a sign of the
emerging recognition of the
importance of economic and
business history. I encourage you
all to ‘keep in touch’ with the
centre and help foster and
support its initiatives. For more
details go to
http://rse.anu.edu.au/CEH/.
And while this year’s conference
is only just completed, plans are
already well underway for next
year’s event. This looks to be a
wonderful conference. It will be
held at the Seoul National
University (SNU), South Korea
from 14-16 February 2013. The
conference is being organised
and supported by the Korean
Economic History Society (KEHS)
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and the Institute of Economic
Research (IER) together with
committee members of the society.
The conference venue looks
spectacular- it will be the Hoam
Faculty House (HFH) which
comprises conference rooms as
well as accommodation and
catering facilities. There is a direct
bus service from Incheon airport to
the university. For details about the
venue go to:
http://www.hoam.ac.kr/english/.

Please keep an eye on the Society’s
home page- there will be a call for
papers issued shortly.
Outside these events many of us in
Australia and New Zealand are also
caught up in continuing changes to
national level university
assessments- either of teaching or
research. While this process weighs
heavily on people’s time, we should
not lose sight of opportunities to
network our resources. In particular,
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educating the next generation of
economic and business historians
should be something high on all our
agendas.

I look forward to catching up with
th
some of you at the XVI World
Economic History Congress to be
held in Stellenbosch , South Africa in
July.

Canadian network of economic history
The Canadian Network for
Economic History invites proposals
for its October 26-28, 2012
conference at the Banff Centre in
Banff Alberta. June 1 is the
deadline for submissions. Papers
will be considered on all topics, with
some preference given to those
relating to the theme, "Getting the
Institutions Right: Property Rights
and Long Run Growth". The CNEH
is very pleased to announce that

Lee Alston (University of Colorado at
Boulder) has agreed to give the
keynote address at the conference,
and Latika Chaudhary (Scripps
College) will be giving the inaugural
Mary MacKinnon Memorial Lecture.
To be considered for inclusion on
the programme please email a 1-2
page abstract to Chris Minns
(c.minns@lse.ac.uk) and Ian Keay
(ikeay@econ.queensu.ca). The
programme will be set and authors

notified by late June. Proposals
from graduate students and junior
scholars are strongly
encouraged. Funds may become
available to partially reimburse the
travel and accommodation costs of
such participants. Information on
the venue, registration, and
programme has been posted at
www.economichistory.ca

.

Founding Brass: George Stewardson and Extruded Metals
By Robin Stewardson
This book tells the story of George
Stewardson, the founder of the
brass extrusion industry in Australia,
and the company he founded,
Extruded Metals Pty Ltd.
The rise and fall of the company,
from desperate struggle to survive in
the thirties to post-war prosperity,
foreign takeover and eventual fall to
overseas competition, is a

microcosm of much of Australian
manufacturing industry.
George’s own story is of a working
class lad from Yorkshire
determinedly facing and overcoming
successive setbacks in his drive to
establish a new business in Australia.
The constraints and tensions of a
family owned business are
highlighted, with the social changes

in successive generations of the
family a minor motif to the main
story of the company.
The book, at $30 plus postage of
$9.50, can be obtained from Robin
Stewardson, PO Box 1051,
Hawthorn, Victoria 3122, Australia
(or email: brs@stewardson.net).

The XVIth World Economic History Conference
9-13 July 2012
The Economic History Society of
Southern Africa and The
Department of Economics,
Stellenbosch University invite you
to be part of the XVIth World
Economic History Congress from 913 July 2012.
The congress format will follow a
traditional plan with five days of
plenary and parallel sessions and a
strong emphasis on research and
networking. Much of the debate will

take place in parallel sessions hosted
by specialist session hosts and there
will be ample opportunity for
audience participation, as well as
time for networking – both vital to the
success of the congress.
Social events include Opening and
Closing Receptions and cultural
evenings for delegates and
accompanying persons. Delegates
will be encouraged to bring their
families, and an accompanying

persons programme will be offered.
Hosted by Stellenbosch University
and taking place on the campus in
the heart of the world-renowned
Cape Winelands – just a short
distance from the beautiful city of
Cape Town – the XVIth World
Economic History Congress will offer
participants a wonderful opportunity
to take advantage of all that the
Cape Winelands, Cape Town and
South Africa have to offer.
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Congratulations to the 2012
APEBH best paper prize winners
The Editors and Wiley-Blackwell
congratulate the winner of the best
paper prize for a paper presented
at the Asia-Pacific Economic and
Business History conference, held
in Canberra from 16-18 February.
The winning paper was by
Ekaterina Sadetskaya (University
of Canterbury, New Zealand) for
the paper An investigation of
aggregate and regional mortality
trends in New Zealand, 1858--1940 (co-authored with Les Oxley
(University of Canterbury and
University of Waikato, New
Zealand).
A condition of the prize is that the
winning author submits the paper
to this journal for publication.
The executive committee extends
its warmest congratulations to
Ekatrina.

spinning industry, published in
AEHR 51:1.
25% Book Discount for EHSANZ
members
A reminder that all EHSANZ
members are entitled to a 25%
discount on John Wiley & Sons
books, including the extensive list of
economics and history titles, as well
as other brands such as Frommer’s,
Jossey-Bass and the For Dummies
series.

The winning paper was Dr Eugene
K. Choi’s Another spinning
innovation: the case of the rattling
spindle, garabō, in the
development of the Japanese

Don’t miss any updates from Wiley
Economics. Sign up today @WileyEconomics
AEHR Virtual Issue - Collected
Articles on Chinese Economic
History
You can now read the AEHR Virtual
Issue which brings together a range of
Chinese economic history focused
articles:
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/1

To take advantage of the offer, visit
the EHSANZ web site.
Forthcoming from Wiley

0.1111/(ISSN)14678446/homepage/custom_copy.htm

Congratulations to the 2011 Sir
Timothy Coghlan prize winner
The Editors and Wiley-Blackwell
also congratulate the winner of the
2011 Coghlan prize for best paper
published in AEHR in 2011.

Follow Wiley Economics on Twitter

Download the new Economics
Spotlight app for iPhone/iPad!
Economics and History: Surveys in
Cliometrics
David Greasley, Les Oxley (eds)
ISBN: 975-1-4443-3780-8
304 pages, A$39.95

The latest content updates from
AEHR are included in WileyBlackwell’s new iOS app for
Economics.

The Long and the Short and the Tall: Measuring Health and
Wellbeing in New Zealand
By Kris Inwood, Les Oxley and Evan Roberts
New Zealand is often portrayed as the
‘land of milk and honey’, where men
were tall, healthy and wealthy; life
expectancy high (and growing); child
mortality low (and falling); food
plentiful (and cheap); disease levels
low, and as James Cook wrote in his
diary, Maori, ‘stout, well limbed, fleshy,
… but not obese. This has led some to

claim NZ living standards were ‘the
th
highest in the world’ in the late 19 and
th
early 20 centuries; others suggest
economic growth rates were some of
the highest during the 1930s. The
demographer Ian Pool does this
warrant a citation/reference?, however,
questions whether NZ was ‘universally
healthy and wealthy’ then and that

policy-makers ‘sitting on these laurels’
has led to a NZ now that is ‘a [negative]
deviant case among developed countries’
in terms of the current relative standard
of living of New Zealanders. These
issues are the subject matter of a Royal
Society of New Zealand Marsden Funded
1
grant currently being undertaken by
Professors Kris Inwood (University of
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In our research we use data on
heights (with associated individual
socio-economic data) and BMI
(Body mass Index) collected from
World War I and II soldier’s records;
prison records; armed constabulary
Two questions form the starting
point for our research are: Was NZ ever and militia records, and modern
health surveys to analyse the trends
a world leader in terms of ‘standard of
in heights of New Zealanders from
living’? And today, is it the ‘deviant
among developed countries’ in terms of around 1860 to modern periods. For
the first time, our analysis will allow
wellbeing? Our work improves on two
measures used by previous scholars to economic historians to consider the
measure wellbeing in NZ. Pool uses ‘life health and stature of those born in
the 1920s and 1930s – a period
expectancy’ as an indicator of
currently missed or ignored in the
‘healthiness’ and wellbeing; others
international literature. We
have used real wages and Gross
Domestic Product (GDP), per capita. All complement these data (which
of these measures are potentially flawed comprise almost 100,000 unit
records) with a smaller sample of
and partial. Our research takes an
longitudinal data on around 2,500
anthropometric - “comparative study of
NZers who served in WWI.
human body measurements and
properties” - approach. Anthropometric
indicators have become a standard way
Three separate papers from the
to measure standard of living or
project reported preliminary results
‘wellbeing’ in social science, especially
at the recent Asia-Pacific Economic
and Business History Conference in
economic history and economic
development, and a preferred approach Canberra (16-18 February, 2012).
The work of Canterbury doctoral
when ‘income data’ are non-existent or
student Ekaterina Sadetskaya
dubious, as is the case for NZ before
made possible the latter two papers:
1947.
Guelph), Les Oxley (University of
Waikato – previously University of
Canterbury) and Evan Roberts
(University of Minnesota).

By the age of 21 years, the stature
or height of individuals encapsulates the
effects of three primary factors. Genetic
composition determines around 80% of
the variation in stature in most
populations. This leaves the remaining
20% to socio-economic influences,
notably net nutrition (the balance
between food intake and the demands
made upon it, including disease) in
1
childhood. However, as Steckel
argues, ‘genes are important
determinants of height, but differences
cancel in comparisons across most
populations, such that heights accurately
reflect health status.’ Food intake
depends upon the socio-economic
effects in the family (real wages; real
cost of food – especially protein, etc).
The ability to retain the benefit of
nutritional intake for growth depends on
losses due to disease exposure and
children’s work efforts.
The international evidence tells us
that height is important for understanding
health, but it also tells us that taller
people live longer, earn more and are
more successful.

5
things we consider the relationship
between BMI and mortality risk and find
no evidence between low BMI and
mortality risk. As in modern data the
relative risk of mortality rises steeply for
me whose BMI in early adulthood was 27
or greater.

The second paper examine mortality
trends in NZ identifying and seeking to
explain why NZ infant and general
mortality trend declined significantly in
th
the late 19 century and also why the
(declines) led Australia and Britain.
Regional variations are analysed and the
urban penalty (the mortality [costs] of
living in an urban environment)
assessed.
The final paper presents new
regional data on NZ wages and prices to
aid analysis of the socio-economic
effects on (access to) nutrition.

Once completed, the research
programme should provide both
alternative complementary, measures of
th
NZ wellbeing from the mid 19 century
and crucially identify the effects of
disease and nutrition on stature, BMI and
ultimately wellbeing. It should also
i)
“Height, weight and
identify the origins and hopefully the
mortality in the past:
drivers of body mass changes in NZ with
New evidence from a
consequences for morbidity and
late nineteenth century mortality. Genes matter for stature, but
New Zealand cohert’
so do socioeconomic factors and this
research will not only fill in the
international anthropometric gaps by
ii)
Understanding
studying NZ, but also seek to answer
aggregate and
some of the unanswered questions
regional mortality
relating to NZ’s past (was NZ a world
trends in New
leader in health and wellbeing, if so
Zealand, 1858-1940
why?), and also inform debate on NZ’s
iii)
Analysing New Zealand current health and wellbeing status and
future trends.
provincial consumer
price indices and real
wages by occupation,
Footnotes
1885-1913’
1.
RSNZ Marsden Fund grant: UoC
In the first paper we examine
0807, The Long and the Short
birth, WWI service and death
and the Tall: Measuring Health
records for 2,500 men born in NZ
and Wellbeing in NZ
between 1870 and 1897. A
reconstruction of longitudinal
2.
Steckel, R.H. (2008). Biological
experience and stratification by
measures of the Standard of
occupation and ethnicity revealed
Living, Journal of Economic
that mortality was greater for the
Perspectives, 22, 1, 129-152.
indigenous Maori population and
lower for men who were farming
prior to enlistment. Among other

Images from Conference 2012

Professor Price Fishback: Noel Butlin Keynote Speaker

Conference Dinner: Nigel, Martin and Pierre

Steve looks on as Chris and Edwyna discuss the ‘big issues.’

Launch of the ANU Centre of Economic
History

Attendees from across the
region.

What is economic history?
Economic history is the study of our past development, particularly in relation to economics, labour, and
business. It includes, for example, the economic development of nations, the growth of business enterprise,
and the organisation of work.
While economic history draws extensively on its close relationships with the disciplines of economics and
history, its ultimate strength lies in its broad inter-disciplinary connections across a wide range of social
science and business subjects. It encourages diverse but rigorous approaches to understanding our
economic past, which draw upon theories, concepts, and a wide range of historical information sources.
The Economic History Society of Australia and New Zealand
School of Economics
The University of Wollongong
Northfields Avenue
WOLLONGONG NSW 2522
http://economichistorysociety.wordpress.com/
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