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Call for Papers 
 
Papers and proposals for sessions are invited for the 2008 APEBH conference. The 
conference theme is ‘Responses to Environmental Change’, around which we expect to 
organise a number of sessions. As at past conferences, we also welcome contributions on 
other topics in economic, social, and business history. Early career researchers are 
encouraged to participate. Researchers across a range of disciplines are warmly welcomed 
including economists and historians of economic thought, business, society, and 
management, as well as archivists. The conference organisers are particularly interested in 
attracting papers that examine developments within the Asia-Pacific region broadly defined 
and/or papers that provide an international comparative perspective. 
 
The conference theme provides ample opportunities to explore and discuss historical 
research that has implications for ongoing discussion on current topical issues. Arguably, 
current discussions on environmental change are insufficiently informed by the lessons from 
history. For example, while historical data on climate change inform predictions of future 
climate change, the general debate on the consequences of climate change has hardly 
assessed the abating economic responses that past episodes of climate changes triggered. 
Still, the past must hold a wide array of cases that help to understand how short- and long-
term environmental changes are likely to have triggered responses at different levels: in 
economic systems at large, in specific sections of the economy, in economic institutions, or 
among economic entities such as firms. Such responses may have led to the assessment, 
absorption and possibly the abatement of the consequences of negative externalities of 
environmental change. 
 
Current discussions about environmental change are strongly focused on changes in the 
natural environment only. But to foster a deeper understanding of the mechanisms that 
environmental change triggers, it would be relevant to compare a wider range of 
environmental changes that in the past led to responses aimed at mitigating the consequence 
of such changes. Hence, the conference organisers are interested in attracting papers that 
discuss a range of short and long-term changes in different environments, including for 
example the natural (such as pollution, deforestation, drought and floods) and demographic 
environments (birth and mortality rates, diseases, migration), but also the technological, 
social and business environments, and of course interactions between these different 
environments. 
 
Paper abstracts of one page may be submitted at any time up to 30th November 2007. A 
decision on proposals will be made within a month of submission. Session proposals of one 
page may be submitted up to the same date, outlining the main objectives of the session. 
Written papers must be submitted by 15 January 2008. There will be a refereed paper section 
for those interested. 
 
A conference paper prize will be awarded, and a selection of papers (subject to review) will 
be published in the Australian Economic History Review. 
 
Further details about the conference can be found at the web page of the Economic History 
Society of Australia and New Zealand: http://www.uow.edu.au/commerce/econ/ehsanz/ 
Please send abstracts to Dr John Singleton, School of Economics & Finance, Faculty of 
Commerce & Administration, Victoria University of Wellington, PO Box 600, Wellington, NEW 
ZEALAND. John.Singleton@vuw.ac.nz 
 

mailto:John.Singleton@vuw.ac.nz
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Registration 

APEBH 2008 Registration Form (29 KB)  

Please complete this form, photocopy for your records, and post with 
payment by 25th January 2008 to: 

Prof Simon Ville 
School of Economics  
Faculty of Commerce, University of Wollongong 
Wollongong, NSW 2522, AUSTRALIA 

Fax No: + 61 2 4221 4410 
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Programme 
 

Wednesday 13th February 
 
Registration  
11.30-
12.30 Registration Junior Common 

Room 
12.30-
1.30 Lunch Junior Common 

Room 

1.30-3.00 Parallel 
sessions   

(a) ENERGY: Junior Common Room (Chair: Martin Shanahan) 

Malcolm Abbott (KPMG Melbourne), ‘A long-term look at the development and reform 
of New Zealand’s electricity supply industry’ 

Grietjie Verhoef (University of Johannesburg), ‘Environmental and economic 
considerations in Gas-To-Liquid Industry: the role of Sasol in gasification, 1970 – 2006’ 

(b) GOVERNMENT AND BUSINESS: Drama Room, Evan Burge Building (Chair: 
Paul Robertson) 

Jim McAloon (Lincoln University), ‘Full Employment and External Constraint: New 
Zealand 1945-52’ 

Neil Barnwell (University of Technology, Sydney), ‘Australia and the First World War – A 
re-evaluation of its long term economic impact’ 

Gordon Beckett (University of New South Wales), ‘Government business enterprises - a 
closer look’  

3:00 - 
3:30  Afternoon Tea Junior Common 

Room 
3:30 - 
5:00 

Parallel 
sessions   

(a) WATER: Junior Common Room (Chair: Neil Barnwell) 

Arounyadeth Rasphone, Fumio Osanami, Takumi Kondo (Hokkaido University) and 
Sipaphaphone Chounramany (Ministry of Planning and Investment, Lao PDR), ‘The 
development of irrigation and the response for future development: a study of rice 
production in Laos from 1961-2006’ 

Edwyna Harris (Monash University), ‘The persistence of correlative water rights in 
colonial Australia: a theoretical contradiction?’ 

Sara Hughes (University of Santa Barbara and University of South Australia) and Martin 
Shanahan (University of South Australia), ‘A brief history of the supply, demand and 
sustainable use of water from the Murray-Darling river system, 1900-2000’ 



 

(b) FINANCE & GROWTH: Drama Room, Evan Burge Building (Chair: Grietjie 
Verhoef)  

Jun Sato (Hachinohe National College of Technology), ‘The role of the Bank of England 
in creating central banks during the 1930s: an examination of the Central Bank of the 
Argentine Republic’ 

Catherine Schenk (University of Glasgow), ‘Disentangling from sterling: the case of 
Malaysia and Singapore 1967-73’ 
 
Nguyen Van Quyen and Hong Thi-Dieu To (University of Ottawa), ‘Economic growth 
and climate change without an environmental treaty’.  

5:30 Conference 
Reception 

Junior Common 
Room  



Thursday 14th February 
 
9:00 - 
10:30 Parallel sessions  

(a) INSURANCE: Junior Common Room (Chair: Robin Pearson) 

Monica Keneley (Deakin University), ‘Organizational capabilities and the role of routines 
in the emergence of a modern life insurer: the story of the AMP’ 

Takau Yoneyama (Hitotsubashi University), ‘Great Kanto earthquake and the response 
of insurance companies: a historical lesson on an impact of great disaster’. 

Commentator: Robin Pearson (University of Hull) 

(b) LABOUR MARKETS: Sharwood Room (Chair: Chris Lloyd)  
 
Junichi Kanzaka (Soka University, Tokyo), ‘Labour rent contract with tenants raising 
ploughing animals: two different responses to the demographic pressure in medieval 
England’. 

Glenda Maconachie and Miles Goodwin (Queensland University of Technology), 
‘Victimisation, inspection and workers’ entitlements: lessons not learnt? 

Takashi Hirao (Tokyo University of Science), ‘Japanese labour management system 
after WWII: impact of “Job-Based Payment” at Matsushita Electric Industrial Co. Ltd.’ 

10:30 - 
11:00 Morning Tea  Junior Common 

Room 
11:00 - 
12:30 Parallel sessions   

(a) IDEAS AND THEIR DIFFUSION: Junior Common Room (Chair: Diane 
Hutchinson)  

Larry Lepper (Victoria University of Wellington), “Philosophical and Artistic Influences on 
Keynes’s Economics.” 

Laurel Myers (Welle Consulting Services), ‘The foundations of the economics profession 
in Australia’. 

Ray H. Anderson (Victoria University) and Shelley Du (RMIT University), ‘Telling their 
story: the role of the Australian Institute of Management in influencing business 
disclosure’ 

(b) HEALTH AND STATURE: Sharwood Room (Chair: Lionel Frost) 

Ralf Futselaar (Kwabnsei Gakuin University), ‘Microbiological environments and 
economic development: the case of tuberculosis in Japan 1945-1953’. 

Hirotaka Matsuda (University of Tokyo), ‘The relationships between economic 
development, disease environment and human physiques on the pre-war era of Japan’ 
 

 



Stephen L. Morgan (University of Nottingham), ‘New estimates of change in the welfare 
of Chinese during the nineteenth century’  

12:30 - 
1:30 Lunch Junior Common 

Room 
1:30 - 
3:00 

Parallel 
sessions   

(a) URBANIZATION & FAMILIES: Junior Common Room (Chair: Monica Keneley) 

Lionel Frost (Monash University), ‘The economic impact of big cities on inland Australia 
and the Pacific United States: evidence from the histories of Sydney and San Francisco’ 
 
Timothy J Hatton (Australian National University) and Richard M. Martin (University of 
Bristol), ‘The effects on stature of poverty, family size and birth order: British children in 
the 1930s’  

Nigel Stapledon (University of New South Wales), ‘Housing in Australia 1880-1965: new 
price series and historical perspectives’ 

(b) INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION & LEADERSHIP: Sharwood Room (Chair: Gordon 
Boyce)  

David Merrett (University of Melbourne), Stephen Morgan (University of Nottingham) 
and Simon Ville (University of Wollongong), ‘Industry associations as facilitators of 
social capital: the establishment and early operations of the Melbourne Woolbrokers 
Association’ 

Chih-lung Lin (National Chung-Hsing University, Taiwan), ‘The Japanese shipping 
challenge and the Lower Yangtze Shipping Conference, 1921-1927’ 
 
Diane Hutchinson (University of Sydney), ‘Australian economic development and 
individual opportunity: Robert Webster’s rise to prominence’.  

3:00 - 3:30 Afternoon Tea  Junior Common Room 

3:35 - 5:00  

Butlin Lecture: Professor Paul Johnson (Vice 
Chancellor, La Trobe University), ‘Mammon’s 
cradle: the rise of incorporation in nineteenth 
century Britain 

Junior Common Room 

5:00 - 6:00 Economic History Society of Australia and New 
Zealand Annual General Meeting  Junior Common Room 

7:00 Conference Dinner 

Il Vicolo, in the busy 
Italian quarter. Street 
location is 50 Grattan 
Street Carlton 3053.  

 

http://www.ilvicolo.com.au/ilvicolo.html
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Prizes & Awards 
Blackwell Publishing Conference Paper Prize 

 

Aim 

The aim of the prize is to reward an outstanding paper presented at the conference. 

Prize 

It consists of A$200 and is sponsored by Blackwell Publishing, publishers of the 
Australian Economic History Review. 

Procedure 

For a paper to be considered, it must be presented by one of its authors at the 
conference and a full written version must be available at or before the conference. 
The prize shall be judged by a sub-committee of the executive of the Economic 
History Society of Australia and New Zealand and be awarded at, or shortly after, the 
conference. The award will be publicised on the Society's website. 

Simon Ville 
President, Economic History Society of Australia and New Zealand 

 
 
 

http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/�
http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/aehr
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Accommodation 

The following hotels and apartments are all within walking 
distance to Trinity College. Accommodation can be 
booked directly through the hotel or through on-line 
accommodation booking services. Sites such as 
www.wotif.com and www.quickbeds.com often provide 
good 'last minute' deals for bookings made 14 to 28 days 
prior to arrival.  

Trinity College  

 

Royal Parade  
Parkville VIC 3052 
Map Location 
 
Tel: +61 3 8344 6389 
Fax: Fax +61 3 9348 7610 
 
Bed & Breakfast available for $63 per 
night. If staying more than 6 nights, 
tariff reduced to $59 per night. This 
includes a cooked breakfast, all linen 
& towels and GST. For more 
information click here.  

To secure a room, please complete 
attached accommodation registration 
form and fax to +61 3 9348 7610 or 
email to: 
mgordon@trinity.unimelb.edu.au  

Rydges On Swanston 
Melbourne 
 

 
701 Swanston Street 
Carlton VIC 3053 
Google Map Location 
 
Phone: 61 3 9347 7811  
Fax: 61 3 9347 8225 
Central Reservations: 1300 857 922 
Email: 
reservations_carlton@rydges.com 
 
Prices start at $150 per night  

Hotel Fact Sheet 
 
 

 

http://www.wotif.com/
http://www.quickbeds.com/
http://www.trinity.unimelb.edu.au/
mailto:mgordon@trinity.unimelb.edu.au
http://www.rydges.com/
http://www.rydges.com/
http://maps.google.com.au/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&time=&date=&ttype=&q=701%2BSwanston%2BStreet,%2BCarlton%2BVIC&sll=-37.800731,144.964643&sspn=0.015259,0.02841&ie=UTF8&ll=-37.800832,144.966917&spn=0.015259,0.02841&z=15&iwloc=addr&om=1
mailto:reservations_carlton@rydges.com
mailto:reservations_carlton@rydges.com
http://www.rydges.com/images/pdf/RVCARL/gen_factsheet.pdf
mailto:reservations_carlton@rydges.com
mailto:reservations_carlton@rydges.com
mailto:reservations_carlton@rydges.com


Travel Inn 
 

 

Cnr Grattan & Drummond Streets,  
Melbourne Vic 3053 
Google Map Location 
 
Phone: 61 3 9347 7922 
Fax: 61 3 9347 1424 
email:res@travelinn.net.au  
 
Prices start at $150 per night 

Vibe Hotel Carlton 
 

 

441 Royal Parade 
Parkville VIC 3052 
Google Map Location 
 
Phone: +61 3 9380 9222 
Email: vhcm@vibehotels.com.au 
 
Prices start at $245 per night 

Hotel Fact Sheet 

Quest on Lygon – 
Serviced Apartments 
 

 

700 Lygon Street  
Carlton Victoria 3053 
Google Map Location 
 
Phone: +61 3 9345 3888 
Fax: +61 3 9349 1250 
Email: questonlygon@bigpond.com 
 
Prices start at $127 per night 

 

http://www.thetravelinn.com.au/
http://maps.google.com.au/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&time=&date=&ttype=&q=Cnr%2BGrattan%2B%26%2BDrummond%2BStreets,,%2BMelbourne%2BVic%2B3053&sll=-37.800832,144.966917&sspn=0.015259,0.02841&ie=UTF8&ll=-37.801409,144.972024&spn=0.015259,0.02841&z=15&iwloc=addr&om=1
mailto:res@travelinn.net.au
http://www.vibehotels.com.au/
http://maps.google.com.au/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&time=&date=&ttype=&q=441%2BRoyal%2BParade,%2BParkville%2BVIC%2B3052&sll=-37.801409,144.972024&sspn=0.015259,0.02841&ie=UTF8&ll=-37.787267,144.958591&spn=0.030524,0.05682&z=14&iwloc=addr&om=1
mailto:vhcm@vibehotels.com.au
http://www.vibehotels.com.au/files/Fact%20Sheets/VHCM_FS_Jul07.pdf
http://www.vibehotels.com.au/files/Fact%20Sheets/VHCM_FS_Jul07.pdf
http://www.questonlygon.com.au/
http://www.questonlygon.com.au/
http://maps.google.com.au/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&time=&date=&ttype=&q=700%2BLygon%2BStreet,%2BCarlton%2BVictoria%2B3053&sll=-37.787267,144.958591&sspn=0.030524,0.05682&ie=UTF8&ll=-37.797475,144.967132&spn=0.01526,0.02841&z=15&iwloc=cent&om=1
mailto:questonlygon@bigpond.com
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Functions 

 

Conference Dinner 

Thursday 14th February at 7pm. 

Our dinner will be held at Il Vicolo 
in the busy Italian quarter. Street 
location is 50 Grattan Street 
Carlton 3053.  

Transport 

Taxi - a short and very direct trip 
from the University. 

What you need to do 

To attend, you need to indicate on 
your Registration form, and submit 
it by 25th January, 2008.  
 
The cost is $60 ($40 for retired or 
full-time students) paid in advance. 
A limited quantity of wine will be 
provided, but you can pay on the 
night for any additional drinks. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ilvicolo.com.au/ilvicolo.html
http://maps.google.com.au/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&time=&date=&ttype=&q=50%2BGrattan%2BStreet%2BCarlton%2B3053&sll=-25.335448,135.745076&sspn=68.015291,116.367188&ie=UTF8&ll=-37.799781,144.967883&spn=0.00763,0.014205&z=16&om=1
http://maps.google.com.au/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&time=&date=&ttype=&q=50%2BGrattan%2BStreet%2BCarlton%2B3053&sll=-25.335448,135.745076&sspn=68.015291,116.367188&ie=UTF8&ll=-37.799781,144.967883&spn=0.00763,0.014205&z=16&om=1
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Contact 
 
The Economic History Society of Australia and New Zealand  
School of Economics  
The University of Wollongong  
Northfields Avenue  
WOLLONGONG NSW 2522 AUSTRALIA  
Fax: +61 2 4221 3666  
Email: sville@uow.edu.au  
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