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The 2012 Asia Pacific Economic 
and Business History Conference 
will be held at the Australian National 
University (ANU) in Canberra, the 
capital city of Australia, during 
Thursday – Saturday 16 – 18 February 
2012. 
Canberra is located 300 kilometres 
southwest of Sydney and is easily 
accessible from Sydney by plane, train, 
bus or car. 
The ANU is situated in the centre of the 
city, in easy reach of major hotels and 
the city’s attractions such as the 
Australian War Memorial, Old and 
New Parliament House, the National 
Gallery, the National Museum of 
Australia, the National Library and the 
National Archives of Australia. 
The ANU is one of Australia’s leading 
universities, with a longstanding 
reputation in the fields of economic and 
business history, as well as economics 
and business studies and the study of 
Asia and the Pacific. It houses the Noel 
Butlin Archives Centre, which houses 
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the historical records of key industrial 
organisations, businesses and 
professional organisations. 
Papers and proposals for sessions are 
invited for the conference. The main 
conference theme is ‘Economic 
Integration: Historical 
Perspectives from Europe and 
Asia-Pacific’ but the organisers are 
open to proposals for contributions on 
other topics in economic, social, and 
business history, as well as proposals 
for sessions on particular themes. 
Researchers across a broad range of 
disciplines are warmly welcomed. Early 
career researchers are encouraged to 
participate. The conference organisers 
are particularly interested in attracting 
papers that examine developments in 
countries and regions in the Asia-Pacific 
region and papers that provide an 
international perspective. 
All abstracts, proposals for 
sessions, and papers for 
refereeing or posting on the 
conference website should be 
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emailed to all three members of 
the programme committee: 
 
Dr John Singleton, SheffieldHallam 
University, Sheffield (UK), 
J.Singleton@shu.ac.uk 
 
A/Professor Jim McAloon, Victoria 
University, Wellington (New Zealand), 
jim.mcaloon@vuw.ac.nz 
 
Dr Keir Reeves, Monash University, 
Melbourne (Australia), 
Keir.Reeves@monash.edu 
 
Paper abstracts of one page may be 
submitted at any time up to the closing 
date of 30 November 2011. A decision 
on proposals will be made within one 
month of submission. Complete 
versions of accepted papers should be 
sent to us by 4 February 2012 for 
posting on the conference website. 
Please refer to our website 
http://apebh2012.wordpress.com/ 
for full conference details. 
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From the 
president 

Martin 
Shanahan 
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The first signs of spring are starting to 
emerge in the southern hemisphere – 
in my part of it anyway – and energy 
levels begin to rise again after a cold 
and reasonably wet winter. As usual, 
there has been a great deal happening 
in our local field of economic history 
of late. Perhaps the most important 
for Australian-based scholars have 
been the recent changes to the next 
‘Excellence in Research Assessment’ 
(ERA) exercise. I may have contacted 
you earlier in the year, asking your 
support for the Society’s journal The 
Australian Economic History Review 
which was ranked as ‘A’ in the first 
round.  Thank-you to all the people 
who responded to my request to 
access the government’s survey which 
was linked to their research 
assessment site. Partly as a result of 
the responses the government 
received, (many of them critical of 
the ranking scheme itself) the 
government has abolished explicit 
journal rankings and will, instead, 
rely more on the judgment of peer-
based panels in assessing a field’s 
research profile.  At this stage we 
appear to have been kept in the field 
of research codes 1402 (Applied 
Economics) and 2202 (History and 
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Philosophy of specific fields) and been 
expanded to include 1503 (Business 
and Management). 
 
I would also like to announce that we 
have finally signed our agreement 
with ScholarOne regarding the 
adoption of an online process for 
receiving manuscripts for the 
Society’s journal, The Australian 
Economic History Review. This is a big 
step forward for the journal and 
should not only improve the 
turnaround time for manuscripts but, 
we hope, will improve scholars’ 
access to the field. You should start to 
see a different submission process 
early in 2012. 
 

On behalf of the society I have also 
put in submissions to the recent 
Australian Government 2011 
Strategic Roadmap for Australian 
Research Infrastructure. Our 
submission, together with those of 
several other colleagues around the 
country argued for a larger 
investment in the digitising and 
recording of archival and other 
historical material, and an improved 
e-platform for the dissemination of 
this material. As a nation Australia is 
currently behind several other 
countries in this area. We will await 
and see the outcome of our 
submission. If you are interested in 
finding out more, go to 
http://www.innovation.gov.au/Scie
nce/researchinfrastructure/Pages/de
fault.aspx 
 

In a recent development, we have just 
signed an agreement with Wiley 
Blackwell increasing the value of your 
membership with the Economic 
History Society of Australia and New 
Zealand. Any individual with a 
current membership is entitled to a 
25% discount on Wiley books. The 
books need to be ordered through 
their website, but no minimum 
purchase is necessary to obtain the 
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discount. Orders must be prepaid 
using a credit card and the discount is 
not available at conferences where the 
standard conference discount will 
apply. Now there is even  less excuse 
to buy and read that important 
economic history book. 
 

One of the big challenges facing 
economic history in Australia and 
New Zealand over the next few years 
is the production of the next 
generation of scholars. As economic 
history has slipped from 
undergraduate programs, there are 
fewer students with a knowledge or 
interest in the field. We are currently 
discussing how we might better 
network between universities so as to 
advance post-graduate student 
training in business and economic 
history. I am sure this will be a point 
of lively discussion at the conference 
in Canberra and if you have any ideas, 
please don’t hesitate to contact  me.  
 

Upcoming conferences 
Plans for the upcoming APEBH 
conference in Canberra are gathering 
pace. Don’t forget to enter into the 
dates of 16-18th February into your 
diary (or iphone!). The call for papers 
is now open. For more details go to 
the new conference website  
http://apebh2012.wordpress.com. 
 

The New Zealand Historical 
Association is also hosting a 
conference this 16,17,18 November 
at the University of Waikato. For 
more details go to 
http://www.nzha.org.nz/conference
s.html 
 

The World congress of the 
International Economic History 
Association is also coming up next 9-
13th July. The initial response has 
been very good, and the program 
looks like it will be very interesting. 
For more information about the 
conference go to 
http://www.wehc2012.org/ 
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The triumphant success of the 40th 
Australian Conference of Economists 
in Canberra last month came to an 
end with the release of an opinion 
survey of what local economists 
thought about leading public policy 
issues but also the composition of the 
ideal economics degree. It had been 
organised and conducted over the web 
some months before. The Economic 
Society of Australia, the peak 
representative group for the economic 
profession in this country, 
commissioned it. It met with 530 
respondents, 37% of them were from 
universities, 33% were drawn from 
the public sector and the remaining 
25% were private sector economists. 
The age distribution of the poll 
showed that the largest cohort of 
economists (43.6%) fell within the 
age bracket 25-44 and the second 
largest fell between the ages of 45-64 
(41.8%).  
 The great Chicago 
economist, George Stigler once said 
that the study of bourgeois economics 
made one politically conservative. 
This was not, however, borne out in 
the polling. For instance, 75% of 
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respondents agreed with the key 
preposition that a substantial 
increasing public spending is an 
appropriate response to a recession 
and also assented in the same 
proportion that an easier monetary 
policy be deployed in bad times. 
Australian economists seem to have 
rediscovered their Keynesian faith 
though, in truth, only those on the 
periphery of the profession would 
contest this proposition. To the 
proposal that a carbon tax or a price-
based mechanism, as opposed to direct 
regulation, was the more appropriate 
means in cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions met with a towering 
response of 89%. Tony Abbott, cry 
your heart out!  
 When economists were asked 
whether Australian economics degrees  
‘should contain more subjects that 
place economics in a broader context, 
such as economic history, history of 
economic thought and political 
economy’ 32% of those surveyed 
strongly agreed while another 44% 
agreed. The aggregate of 75.7% was 
the highest assent to any proposition in 
the poll of more than 40 questions. 
The next closest assent was to the 
proposition whether a national excess 
profits tax should be levied on mining 
industries’. It met with a 74% 
approval.  
 With such a popular motion 
towards broadening the syllabus in 
economic degrees one has to ask why 
it is then that economic history, 
history of economic ideas and 
heterodox economics are now barely 
taught in economics degrees here. 
Research undertaken by Tim 
Thornton (2011) of Latrobe 
University on the university 
economics curriculum has 
categorically shown that what is taught 
has actually narrowed, not broadened 
over the last three decades. Thornton 
focuses on economic history and the 
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history of economic thought. His 
survey shows that economic history 
has experienced the largest single 
decline in the university curriculum 
since 1980. As we all know all six 
economic history departments that 
existed in 1980 have closed down. 
The history of economic thought has 
fared a bit better, taught in sixteen 
Australian universities but barely at all 
at post-graduate level. Yet the history 
of economic thought is an integral part 
of economics. As Larry Summers 
recently said, the problem for 
economists were as much to do with 
what had been forgotten than it was 
with what it is yet to know. It gets 
worse however. When it comes to the 
hiring preferences of university 
economic departments having an 
interest or research orientation in any 
of these three areas it would be to a 
candidate’s disadvantage. Better to be 
a model builder or would be theorist. 
There is, in short, a great disconnect 
between contrite announcements that 
economists have indeed forgotten the 
lessons of the past and the wisdom of 
the great masters and actually doing 
anything about it. In North America 
Bradford De Long has picked up on 
this noting that there have been no 
substantive changes in hiring 
Keynesians or heterodox academics to 
American universities. It is the same 
here with any attempt to do so snuffed 
out at executive level. While the 
economic profession is humbled after 
the GFC and the great recession it is 
unlikely to spell changes to hiring 
patterns. Actions do speak more 
loudly than words. 
Reference 
Thornton, T. 2011. ‘The economics 
curriculum in Australian Universities 
1980 to 2011’, Economic Papers 
forthcoming. 
* “The Great Disconnect” was 
published in Australia, Higher Education, 
7 September, 2011. 

The Great Disconnect* 

Alex Millmow is Senior Lecturer 
in Economics at the University of 

Ballarat, Australia and is the 
current President of the History of 

Economic Thought Society of 
Australia (HETSA) 
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EHSANZ Members Save 25% on 
all Wiley Books! 
Wiley-Blackwell and EHSANZ are 
pleased to announce the launch of an 
Online Book Discount Program for 
EHSANZ members. This entitles 
members to a 25% discount on a 
wide range of books published by 
John Wiley & Sons, including titles 
from Wiley-Blackwell’s extensive 
list of economics and history 
publications, as well as titles from 
our brands Frommers, Capstone, 
Dummies, Jossey-Bass and many 
more. 
Below are instructions on how to 
access the discount. If you are a 
member and you do not receive 
information about how to access the 
25% discount in September, please 
contact Rose Williams, 
rwilliam@wiley.com. 

Congratulations to the winners 
of the 2011 Wiley-Blackwell 
APEBH Conference Paper Prize  
The editors of the Australian Economic 
History Review and Wiley- Blackwell 
congratulate John Cranfield  and 
Kris Inwood on being awared the 
2011 best paper prize at the Asia-
Pacific Economic and Business 
History (APEBH) conference, held 
in San Francisco from 18-20 
February. The winning paper was 
“Stayers and Leavers, Diggers and 
Canucks: The 1914-1918 War in 
Comparative Perspective”. 

What people are reading... 
The top three most downloaded 
AEHR papers in 2011 to date are: 
‘The Development of Accounting 
Regulation, Education, and 
Literature in Australia, 1788–2005’, 
Garry D. Carnegie, Volume 49, 
Issue 3. 
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http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi
/10.1111/j.1467-
8446.2009.00266.x/full 
‘The 200 km City: Brisbane, The 
Gold Coast, and Sunshine Coast’, 
Peter Spearritt, Volume 49, Issue 1 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi
/10.1111/j.1467-
8446.2009.00251.x/full 
‘Prospects for ‘Closing The Gap’ in 
Socioeconomic Outcomes for 
Indigenous Australians?’, Jon C. 
Altman, Nicholas Biddle, Boyd H. 
Hunter, Volume 49, Issue 3 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi
/10.1111/j.1467-
8446.2009.00264.x/full 
 

Wiley Economics in Asia 
Click here to browse a selection of 
special issues and articles on 
economics in Asia recently published 
in Wiley’s economics journals: 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/subj
ect/code/000047/homepage/econo
mics_in_asia.htm  
 
Make sure you’re signed up for 
AEHR new content alerts 
Members are encouraged to sign up 
for new content alerts. When a new 
issue is published online, you will 
receive an easy-to-read email with 
table of contents listings and links to 
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article abstracts. Simply access your 
Wiley Online Library account 
(provided as part of your EHSANZ 
membership) and sign up to receive 
alerts. 
 
Follow Wiley Economics on 
Twitter 
Don’t miss any updates from Wiley 
Economics. Sign up today and follow 
your interests - @WileyEconomics  
 

 

 

2010 AEHR Impact Factor 
The 2010 2-year Impact Factor for 
AEHR is 0.333. This ranks the 
journals 234 of 304 in the Economics 
subject category, and 17 of 26 in the 
History of Social Sciences category. 
Articles that contributed to the 
Impact Factor are listed below. 

Title Authors Pub 
Year 

Times 
Cited in 

2010 
Anthropometric Trends in Southern 
China, 1830-1864 Baten, Joerg; Hira, Sandew 2008 3 

Urban History and the Future of 
Australian Cities 

Frost, Lionel; O'Hanlon, 
Seamus 2009 2 

100 years of tariff protection in 
Australia Lloyd, Peter 2008 1 

The 200 km City: Brisbane, The Gold 
Coast, and Sunshine Coast Spearritt, Peter 2009 1 

Colonialism and industrialisation: 
Factory labour productivity of colonial 
Korea, 1913-37 

Kim, Duol; Park, Ki-Joo 2008 1 
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1. The discount program is offered via 
customised landing pages with an 
account-creation facility. Members are 
directed to the landing page URL, 
where they will be prompted to register 
an account. The ‘register here’ link on 
the landing page is set-up to 
automatically link a permanent discount 
to the members account.  
 
2. The route by which a member gets 
to the landing page URL has no impact 
on the application of the discount. 
Once a member has set up an account 
via the landing page URL they can then 
access the Wiley shopping cart from 
anywhere (i.e. not just through the 
landing page URL) and access the 
discount via their registered account.  
 
3. There is no mechanism to ensure the 
URL can only be accessed by members. 
This means members could potentially 
pass the URL on to non-members, 
however we of course hope they will 
respect the intention that the discount 
program is a benefit for members only.  
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4. In rolling out the discount program 
we should aim to create the appearance 
of exclusivity, again in order to support 
the intention that this program is for 
members only. For Societies with a 
secure members area on their website, 
the landing page URL should be posted 
behind the member wall. For Societies 
that do not have a secure members area, 
the landing page URL will be advertised 
directly to members via email or other 
direct contact, rather than via public 
broadcast such as on the Society 
website.  
 
5. Each Society’s Online Book Discount 
Landing Page may feature up to 6 
books, although browsers	  can easily 
access the full range of books via 
Wiley.com which is linked to the 
landing page. The featured books will 
be updated throughout the year.  
 
6. The first time a member visits the 
landing page they will need to set up an 
account via the shopping cart (the 
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landing page will instruct them to do 
this with a ‘register here’ button) 
before placing their first order. 
Thereafter, the member can use their 
login details to place orders via the 
landing page or by logging in directly to 
the Wiley Australia website.  
 
7. Members accessing the landing page 
URL from outside Australia will not be 
able to register to access the discount 
directly via the online shopping cart. 
These members will need to use a 
promo code, which will be shown on 
the landing page, which they can then 
use on their local regional shopping cart 
via wiley.com.  
 
8. The agreement between the Society 
and Wiley-Blackwell relating to the 
Online Book Discount Program 
includes a range of terms the Society 
should be aware of. Please ensure the 
relevant Society office bearers are 
familiar with the existence of the 
agreement.  
 

PhD and Master’s  
in Economics, Accounting  
and Business History

! Coordinated by the Business, 
Economic and Accounting  
History Network
Also sponsors:
» Seminar series
» Working papers
» Interdisciplinary research and study
» Links to a range of international research 

and academic institutions
» Access to international scholarly expertise 

! Close links to Reserve Bank, Treasury 
and other agencies. Access to National 
Archives, Parliamentary Library and 
National Oral History Archives

! Advisory Board of international 
scholars including: US, Australia, 
Canada, UK and Europe

! Degrees o!ered through: 
» School of Economics and Finance (SEF), 
» School of Accounting and Commercial  

Law (SACL), 
» School of History, Philosophy,  

Political Science and International  
Relations (History)

Contact: Dr. Larry Lepper
larry.lepper@vuw.ac.nz
www.victoria.ac.nz/sef/research
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Business, economics and accounting history network – Victoria University 
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Building on a tradition of being a leading 
research and learning centre in the Asia-
Pacific region for the study of economic, 
accounting and business, Victoria University 
of Wellington recently established an 
Business, Economic and Accounting History 
network (BEAN) as a way of promoting the 
disciplines of economic, business and 
accounting history. A total of 10 academic 
staff work in these areas and are to be found 
in the School of Economics and Finance 
(SEF), the School of Accounting and 
Commercial Law (SACL), and the School of 
History, Philosophy, and International 
Relations (History). 
The University offers Master’s and PhD 
degrees in economics history, accounting 
history and business history. Students can 
choose topics in all three areas or opt to take 
an interdisplinay approach.The network 
members are keen to attract postgraduate 
students from around the world.The 
University offers teaching and research 
opportunities that, in the past, has generated 
an impressive record of research articles in 
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leading academic and professional journals, 
books, reports, and theses. 
As the capital city, Wellington has excellent 
library and archive facitlities. Apart from 
the university library, scholars have access 
to the National Library (which has 
significant holdings of business archives), 
National Archives (with large amounts of 
material relating to British imperial history, 
as well as New Zealand and Maori history), 
and Parliamentary Library (which includes 
official documents from overseas 
governments). The university also has close 
links to a number of government 
institutions, such as the Reserve Bank, 
Treasury and other agencies. 
BEAN also runs a seminar series, produces 
working papers and has links to a number of 
research instituitons around the world. 
For more information please visit our 
website: 
www.victoria.ac.nz/sef/research. For 
further information or questions contact Dr. 
Larry Lepper. Email: larry.lepper@vuw.ac.nz. 
Phone: ++64 021 460585. 
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Alcohol and Anglo-Saxon culture: why were Australia, new Zealand and 
Canada less prohibitionist that the U.S.A? 

1

The American 1920s prohibition of alcohol 
fascinated generations of historians.  Very 
few studied it in an international 
perspective.1 Yet, the prohibition 
movement was international and quite a 
few countries, particularly the ones with a 
significant Anglo-Saxon Protestant majority 
like Australia, New Zealand and Canada, 
went through a vigorous struggle over the 
issue.  However, none of them went as far 
as the U.S.A. Why was that ? To address 
this question, we use a political economy 
framework to compare the strength and 
stakes of the prohibitionists in the four 
countries.   
1.  The Road to Prohibition:  A Bird’s 
Eye View of a Century of Temperance  
The temperance story can be divided into 
four chapters: the abstinence pledges in the 
1840s-50s, the local option bills in the 
1870s-80s, the regional bans from the 
1890s to the First World War and the 
move towards total prohibition or state 
regulation in the 1920s.  The first two were 
quite similar in the four countries, the main 
difference being a more timid movement 
and more modest results in Australia.  For 
instance, in the Australian states, most of 
the local options were limited to vetoing 
new licenses. Very few allowed total 
abolition of sales and when they did, it 
came rather late and required a 3/5 
majority. (Reeves 1902, 1969: 306-315).  
As a result, almost no dry areas were to be 
found in Australia while by 1911, 49 % of 
the Americans lived in dry areas (Hayler 
1913:275-294).  
 At the turn of the 20th century, 
the roads began to diverge as a large 
number of American states (33 of which 24 
between 1914 and 1919) adopted 
prohibition while none were able to do 
so in the three other countries.2 Under the 
pressure of the New Zealand Alliance, the 
New Zealand government passed a law 
allowing national prohibition plebiscites at 
every general election. The first was held in 
1911 and prohibition obtained a majority at 

RUTH  
DUPRÉ  
 
 
PROFESSOR OF 
ECONOMIC HISTORY 
AT HEC MONTRÉAL  
QUEBEC, CANADA 
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56 % but not the 3/5 required.  
Afterwards, all the other referendums –the 
last one held in 1987- never reached more 
than 49 %. 
 In Australia, each of the six states 
formed under the new federation in 1901 
kept its own alcohol policy of licensing 
regulations and local options.  It was only in 
the 1920s that the Australian temperance 
movement got some state referendums on 
prohibition:  Western Australia in 1925, 
New South Wales in 1928, and Victoria in 
1930.  All were quite sharply defeated: 
respectively 35%, 28% and 43% of yes.  
The only dry area in the country was 
Canberra, the new capital, from 1915 to 
1928.   
 Thus, in the 1920s, the roads split 
into three branches: the U.S. went for total 
national prohibition (which lasted until 
1933); Canada (after some short provincial 
experiments with sale prohibition) chose 
state ownership; Australia and New 
Zealand went on with their licensing and 
regulating systems, British-style. In fact, in 
those two countries, the main victory of the 
temperance movement turned out to be the 
6 o’clock closing laws, lasting until well 
into the 1950s and 1960s.   
2.  The Political Economy of 
Prohibition:  the Drys and the Wets in 
Comparative Perspective 
If we were to rank the four countries on a 
severity –or «dryness»- scale regarding the 
regulation of alcohol drinking, the U.S. 
would come first by far, followed by 
Canada, then New Zealand and finally 
Australia.  On the basis of all the indicators: 
the type of local option laws, the 
proportion of the population living in dry 
zones, the results of referendums, the 
extent of prohibition episodes, the 
toughness of majority requirements, 
prohibition had less success in Australasia 
than in North America.  
 Why was that ? There are four 
main factors on the demand side.  The first 
is religion.  The temperance movement 
was Protestant Evangelical-based 
(Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, 
Congregationalists).   Both the Roman 
Catholic and the Anglican Churches were in 
favor of moderation rather than 
prohibition.  Although all with a Protestant 
majority, the four countries showed 
important differences.  In the U.S., 
evangelicalism dominated Protestantism 
(46% of the Church-goers as compared to 
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30% of the population in Canada and New 
Zealand and 20% in Australia).3 In Australia 
and in New Zealand, the Anglican Church 
represented a much higher proportion of the 
population (about 40 % in the two countries 
in 1911 compared to 14 % in Canada and 
less than 2 % in the U.S.).  In Canada 
because of the significant proportion of 
French Canadians (30% in 1911), the 
Catholics were 40 % of the population in 
1911.   
 The second is the degree of 
heterogeneity. It can be argued that in the 
U.S. there was a stronger scare of the 
«other» within the North where a large 
number of immigrants came from other 
cultures (such as Southern and Eastern 
Europe) and within the South where society 
was still sharply racially segregated.  There 
is a consensus in the American literature 
that the largely WASP middle-class 
prohibitionist movement was suspicious and 
scared of the new immigrants filling the big 
cities. Although the four countries were 
immigrant societies with some 15-20 % of 
the population foreign-born, the diversity of 
the immigrants’ origins was much higher in 
the US.  In Australia and New Zealand, 
more than 90% of the foreign-born 
population was of British origin; in Canada, 
more than 60 %.   
 Thirdly, a crucial factor in the 
U.S. was the big business support of the 
movement. John Rockefeller, Henry Ford 
and many others contributed money, 
speeches and interventions to the 
prohibitionist cause.  As scientific 
management and large Chandlerian 
enterprises were much more significant in 
the U.S., this reinforced the prohibitionist 
case.   
 Fourthly, the U.S. had perhaps a 
more assertive women’s movement.4 In the 
four countries, women were on the 
forefront of the prohibitionist movement. 
The temperance cause has often been linked 
to women’s suffrage.  For instance, in the 
US, of the 15 states, which adopted 
universal suffrage prior to 1917, only two 
(California and New York) did not have 
state prohibition.  It most certainly played a 
role also in New Zealand, the first country 
where women got national suffrage in 1893.  
In Canada, women did not vote before 
1920.  The puzzle here would be the 
relatively wet Australia where women got 
the vote early in 1902 and even before in 
the state of South Australia in 1894. 
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What is economic history? 

Economic history is the study of our past development, particularly in relation to economics, labour, and business. It includes, for 
example, the economic development of nations, the growth of business enterprise, and the organisation of work. 
While economic history draws extensively on its close relationships with the disciplines of economics and history, its ultimate 
strength lies in its broad inter-disciplinary connections across a wide range of social science and business subjects. It encourages 
diverse but rigorous approaches to understanding our economic past, which draw upon theories, concepts, and a wide range of 
historical information sources. 
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 Finally, one must also point out 
that on the supply side, there were critical 
differences in the legislative rules between 
the four countries.  A particularly significant 
one was the more stringent majority 
requirement (3/5 instead of ½) for 
referenda in Australia and New Zealand. 
3.  In conclusion 
The objective of this summary was to set the 
comparative historical picture in the four 
countries and to develop some conjectures 
on what can explain best the differences.  
The next step of our research project is to 
test these conjectures.  We are doing this 
actually using as dependent variables 
referendum results. We have collected the 
data disaggregated by electoral districts for 
some 24 referendums held outside the U.S. 
in the first decades of the 20th century: eight 
in New Zealand, three in Australia, ten in 
Canada and four in the three Scandinavian 
countries of Sweden, Norway and Finland.   
For each, we perform a multivariate analysis 
to investigate the determinants of their 
outcomes at the district or county level. The 
respective shares of yes, no and abstentions 
are assumed to be influenced by a set of 
socio-cultural factors such as religious 
affiliation, degree of heterogeneity of the 
population, rate of urbanization, social class 
(education, income or wealth) and a set of 
economic interests like those of the distilling 
and brewing industries.  
This international comparison of 
referendums on the prohibition of alcohol 
should shed new light on how preferences 
differ among different cultural settings or 
countries.  

5

Notes 
1. There are of course a few exceptions : 
Schrad (2010) comparison of prohibition in 
the U.S, Sweden and Russia; Tyrell (1991) 
on the WCTU around the world or Paulson 
(1973) comparing prohibition and women 
suffrage in Scandinavia, U.S., and Australia. 
2. In Canada, with the exception of tiny 
Prince Edward Island, provinces had 
basically only wartime sale bans : from 1916 
or 1917 to the early 1920s.  
3. Information on religious affiliation is 
different between the US and the three 
other countries where it comes from the 
Census, thus self-reported and covering 
non-practising as well as practising people.   
In the US, the question is not asked in the 
Census and the only available information 
comes from the churches about their 
membership.  In the 1906 Census of 
Religions, the various denominations 
reported 33 million people (on a total 
population of 72 millions), of which 46 % 
were Evangelicals.   
4. We use the term «perhaps» and wish to 
remain prudent here because we have not 
studied the relative strength of the women’s 
movements in the four countries.  
Regarding the drinking issue, American 
women seem to have been the leaders, even 
around the world.  See Tyrrell (1991) on 
the globalization of the American 
W.C.T.U. (Women Christian Temperance 
Union). 
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