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The 2013 Asia Pacific 
Economic and Business 
History Conference held at 
Seoul National University in 
Seoul (South Korea), from 
Thursday-Saturday 14-16 
February 2013 was a very 
successful conference and 
provided a great opportunity for 
the Economic History Society of 
Australia and New Zealand to 
forge closer ties with the Korean 
Economic History Society.  

The conference saw the 
presentation of over 60 papers 
from delegates from more than 
fifteen countries. In cold crisp 
but clear conditions, the Seoul 
National University was a 
wonderful venue in which 
colleagues presented, debated 
and learnt about a wide variety 
of topics in economic and 
business history. After hours, the 
collegiality and hospitality of the 
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hosts was first-class, and many 
new friendships were formed. A 
truly outstanding conference. 

The 2013 Noel Butlin lecture 
was given by Professor Young 
Hoon Rhee from Seoul National 
University. 
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Professor Rhee’s keynote 
lecture was titled “The 
Economic Crisis in Korea 
during the 19th Century.” 
 
Professor Rhee is a leading 
economic historian of 
Korea. Professor Rhee  
is a recipient of the Hasung 
(霞城) Academic 
Foundation Award (1989) 
and the Chungram (⾭靑藍藍) 

award of the Korean 
Economic Association 
(1990).  
 
He has published several 
books on various aspects of 
Korean economic history. 
 
The Noel Butlin lecture is 
sponsored by EHSANZ to 
commemorate the work of 
Noel Butlin (1921-1991). 
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From the president 
Martin Shanahan 

1

In Adelaide the weather has finally 
started to cool. Like many in 
Australia and New Zealand the 
summer weather has been one of 
extremes- for some record rains, 
while for others drought and heat.  
Despite the sometimes arduous 
conditions, however, economic 
historians have been busy on 
several fronts. 
 
The APEBH conference was 
held in Seoul on 14-16 February. 
This was an absolutely wonderful 
conference at Seoul National 
University – situated on the edge 
of Soul and beautifully nestled in 
snow-capped mountains. The 
whole event was first class, and I 
hope this is just the start of a 
closer long-term relationship with 
our Korean colleagues. I would 
like to especially thank the many 
individuals who worked hard to   
get the meeting together. The 
organising committee consisted of 
Nak Nyeon Kim, Taek Son Roh, 
Kijoo Park, Chulhee Lee, Duol 
Kim,  Myung Soo Cha, and 
Junseok Hwang. The program 
committee was Lionel Frost, Duol 
Kim, Chulhee Lee, and Keir 
Reeves. Special thanks go to 
Myung Soo Cha and Pierre van 
der Eng who worked through 
many issues in organising the 
conference.  There is more about 
the conference elsewhere in the 
newsletter. 
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Another conference that is just 
upon us is the 7th World 
Congress of Cliometrics, held in 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i, USA from June 
18-21, 2013. For those of you 
unable to get to the meeting, please 
check their website, 
http://cliometrics.org/conferences.ht
m where you will be able to view 
the many exciting topics discussed 
by our colleagues. 
 
Yet another workshop  - this time 
much smaller- is scheduled for 
Adelaide on June 25. FRESH 
(Frontiers of Research into 
Economic and social History) is 
having a workshop at the University 
of South Australia. It is not too late 
to come along and be part of the 
event- please contact 
Rachel.gaetz@unisa.edu.au for 
more details. 
 
Planning has started for next year’s 
Asia Pacific Economic and 
Business History conference to be 
held in mid-February in Waikato 
New Zealand. Keep an eye on the 
Society homepage at 
http://economichistorysociety.wordp
ress.com/ for more details when 
they come to hand. 
 
Outside the many conferences, a 
number of issues and events are 
focusing the attention of economic 
and business historians. 
 
In Australia, the Australian 
Business Deans council is 
compiling its journal lists. With the 
demise of the Excellence in 
Research Assessment journal lists, 
this is likely to become the default 
list for many people operating in 
schools of business, commerce, 
economics, accounting and 
management. Now would be a 
good time to talk with your 
colleagues, Deans and Heads of 
School about the value of history 
and history journals for these 
discipline areas. 
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Wider afield, the UK and US 
governments’ requirement that 
all the journal outputs of 
government funded research 
must be freely accessible to 
researchers is starting to impact 
across the publishing industry. 
This is in part because, UK and 
US based researchers do not 
only publish in UK based 
journals! The Australian 
Economic History Review has 
already moved to give authors 
different levels of ‘openness’ – to 
ensure we are still an attractive 
option for colleagues who need 
to comply with open access 
requirements. The Australian 
government has move in a 
similar direction and the NZ 
government, through its open 
government policies appears to 
also be moving this way.   For 
some good background 
information on these issues go 
to: 
http://www.creativecommons.org
.nz/2012/10/open-access-to-
scholarly-publishing/ 
somewhat more provocative is: 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/2/97
470efc-5681-11e2-aa70-
00144feab49a.html#axzz2Pv3D
XpYN 
and  
http://blogs.scientificamerican.co
m/guest-blog/2013/04/03/who-
killed-the-preprint-and-could-it-
make-a-return/ 
 
In the end, these requirements  
may also see more of us 
depositing our work in places 
such as RePEc, and SSRN, 
while the return of  ‘working 
papers’ in more universities is 
also a strong possibility! All good 
things for the profile of our 
discipline.  
Perhaps then, as the southern 
hemisphere shifts into winter we 
can reflect on that other well-
known saying  plus ça change, 
plus c'est la même chose. 
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3 year PhD Scholarship: Environmental Economic History 

1

Applications are invited for a 
PhD scholarship funded by the 
Royal Society of New Zealand 
Marsden Fund on the project 
entitled, “Testing the validity 
and robustness of national 
wellbeing and sustainability 
measures”. The analysis will be 
primarily quantitative (mostly 
time series), but will involve the 
collection and collation of NZ 
historical and various country 
contemporary data. 
The Marsden Fund is the most 
prestigious source of research 
funding in New Zealand. The 
scholarship covers three years 
of university tuition fees plus a 
NZ$25,000 p.a. tax-free 
stipend for three years. The PhD 
research will consider aspects of 
the funded research and 
support the Investigators as 
required. The PhD student will 
be formally enrolled at the 
University of Waikato, Hamilton, 
New Zealand (although they 
would be expected to spend 
time in Wellington and may be 
based there, subject to 
satisfying enrolment rules and 
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regulations) and will be part of 
the 2013 enrolled cohort within 
the Department of 
Economics. 
Applicants should have a 
background and a tertiary 
qualification from a recognised 
institution (Honours and/or 
Masters level) in Economics or 
Economic History, or a related 
subject. It is expected that the 
applicant would have experience 
in and a willingness to 
undertake, quantitative analysis 
using large databases; 
experience with STATA, EViews 
or similar software and data 
collection/collation from primary 
(often archival) sources. 
The PhD research is scheduled 
to commence mid-2013 and will 
run for a three year period. 
Later start dates will be 
considered. Applicants who are 
neither New Zealand nor 
Australian 
Citizens or Residents will need to 
obtain a New Zealand Student 
Visa. 
The PhD student will work 
closely with Principal 
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Investigators (and PhD 
Supervisors) 
Professor Les Oxley 
(Department of Economics, 
University of Waikato NZ); Dr 
Arthur 
Grimes (Motu Economic and 
Public Policy Research, 
Wellington, and University of 
Auckland) and Associate 
Investigators Professor Robert 
MacCulloch (Department of 
Economics, University of 
Auckland) and Dr Jamie Ataria 
(Lincoln University). 
Information regarding 
applications can be requested 
from Professor Les Oxley 
(loxley@waikato.ac.nz) or Dr 
Arthur Grimes 
(arthur.grimes@motu.org.nz). 
Institutional www pages: 
University of Waikato: 
www.waikato.ac.nz 
Motu Economic and Public 
Policy Research: 
www.motu.org.nz 
University of Auckland: 
www.auckland.ac.nz 
Lincoln University : 
www.lincoln.ac.nz 
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John is a Lecturer at the Research 
School of Economics, ANU College 
of Business and Economics. 
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John Tang won the 2012 J.G. 
Crawford Award for research 
making a substantial and 
original contribution to 
scholarship on Japan or on 
Australia-Japan relations'.  
 
This competitive award is 
made annually by a panel of 
judges for unpublished 
research that addresses 
some aspect of Japan's 
economic development, 
policy, or Australia-Japan 
international relations.  
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John's prize winning paper, 
"Railroad expansion and 
entrepreneurship: evidence 
from Meiji Japan," examines 
the impact of the expanding 
rail network on the nature and 
location of Japan's industrial 
and financial development.  
 
It is part of a larger research 
project supported by an 
Australian Research Council 
DECRA fellowship, and is 
available online via the CEH 
Discussion Paper Series. 
 
 

John Tang wins Crawford Award 
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A Perfect Cocktail of Economic Growth and Economic History 
“Why I study economic growth and history,” by Rajabrata Banerjee 

1

How important is it to look at the 
marriage between economic 
history and economic growth in 
the age of social networking and 
globalisation? From the 
technological heights of the 
twenty-first century, what can 
modern societies learn from the 
past ? Well, the evidence shows 
that the potential importance of a 
historical event for long-term 
economic development can be 
enormous. If we take the example 
of the ‘Industrial Revolution’ in 
Great Britain; it really is still a 
great mystery in the history of 
human evolution. The term 
revolution is powerful, signifying 
that it changed the course of 
growth and development from a 
period of Malthusian stagnation 
towards modern economic growth; 
and not just for one society but 
many. But the puzzle remains: 
how and why did it come about at 
all? Its existence is still of great 
importance for our so called 
‘advanced society’. It still has 
lessons for other currently growing 
economies in revealing how to 
achieve sustained growth over the 
long run. Historians still argue 
about why the Industrial 
Revolution happened at that 
particular time and in what respect 
Britain was ‘special’. What made 
this society different from other 
pre-industrial economies (Clark, 
2007)? 
 

·       Over the past four hundred years, 
we have seen dynamic patterns of 
growth, which varied across 
countries and over time. In the 
eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, Britain was the 
technological leader, with 
Germany and France catching up, 
and then in the twentieth century 
the world found a new leader 
when the United States forged 
ahead of Europe. Even if it is too 
early to predict our next economic 
leader, lessons from historical 
events like these can offer 
valuable insights for current 
developed and developing states 
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to frame new policies and upgrade 
their positions in the economic ranking 
of nations. 
 
Some of the underlying forces that 
drive these events are, the intensity of 
innovation via endogenous 
technological progress, the role of 
institutions and human capital, all of 
which make major contributions to 
long run economic growth (Acemoglu 
et al, 2001, 2002; Galor and Weil, 
2000; Madsen et al,2010). 
Nevertheless, one of the biggest 
challenges that economic historians 
and growth theorists face is to identify 
the most plausible and satisfactory 
theoretical explanation linking these 
factors to dramatic changes such as 
the Industrial Revolution.  To study 
any episode of economic growth, a 
theory is needed that organizes the 
facts, clarifies the casual relationship 
and draws out otherwise hidden 
implications (Aghion and Howitt, 
2009). However, it is impossible to 
come up with one single theory that 
explains all the important events in 
growth history. As economists and 
economic historians, our task should 
be to reconcile theoretical implications 
with historical facts. More than one 
model is often useful to predict a 
single real world event (Temple, 
2003). It is also worth remembering 
that we too are standing somewhere 
on a growth trajectory, which has a 
history of both known and unknowns, 
and at the same time we are planning 
our journey towards a distant unknown 
future. We need more historical 
research into the historical aspects of 
growth, so that by combining historical 
empirical evidence and theory we are 
able to provide better policy advice to 
emerging and less developed 
economies. If policies involving 
endogenous technological progress, 
population or institutions can help 
explain mysteries like the British 
Industrial Revolution or the ‘Great 
Divergence’, they indeed have the 
potential to solve greater mysteries in 
the future. 
 
References: 
Aghion, P. and P. Howitt (2009), The 

Economics of Growth. 
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Cambridge, London, The 
MIT Press. 

Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson, 
and James A. Robinson, 
“The Colonial Origins of 
Comparative Development: 
An Empirical Investigation,” 
American Economic Review, 
91 (2001), 1369–1401. 

———, “Reversal of Fortune: 
Geography and Institutions 
in the Making of the Modern 
World Income Distribution,” 
Quarterly Journal of 
Economics, 117 (2002), 
1231–1294. 

Clark, G. (2007), A Farewell to Alms: 
A Brief Economic History of 
the World. Princeton and 
Oxford, Princeton University 
Press. 

Galor, O. and D. N. Weil (2000), 
"Population, Technology, 
and Growth: From 
Malthusian Stagnation to the 
Demographic Transition and 
Beyond."American 
Economic Review, 90(4), 
806-828. 

Madsen, J., Ang, J. and Banerjee, R. 
(2010a), ‘Four Centuries of 
British Economic Growth: 
The Roles of Technology 
and Population’, Journal of 
Economic Growth, 15(4), 
263–290.  

Temple, J. (2003), The Long-Run 
implications of Growth 
Theories. Journal of 
Economic Surveys, 17: 497–
510. 

 

 
 

Rajabrata Banerjee graduated in 
2011 and is a lecturer in the 
University of South Australia 
Business School. 
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From our Friend Bernardo of NEP 

1

Congratulations to the 2012 
Sir Timothy Coghlan best 
paper prize winners 
The Editors and Wiley-Blackwell 
congratulate the winner of the 
2012 Sir Timothy Coghlan prize 
for the best paper published in 
the Australian Economic History 
Review in 2012. The winning 
paper was “Consumption of 
Cotton Cloth in India, 1795-
1940” by Tirthankar Roy of the 
London School of Economics. 
 

 

Download the new 
Economics Spotlight app for 
iPhone/iPad! 
The latest content updates from 
AEHR are included in Wiley-
Blackwell’s iOS app for 
Economics. 
Find the new app in the iTunes 
App Store under ‘Economics 
Spotlight’.  
 
25% Book Discount for 
EHSANZ members 
A reminder that all EHSANZ 

Email sent 7 March 2013: 

Colleagues 

I am happy to report that The Economist picked up on the last post of our edited blog. See: 

http://www.economist.com/blogs/freeexchange/2013/03/recommended-economics-writing-0 

Bernardo, Editor NEP-HIS, Blog Editor NEP-HIS Blog 
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members are entitled to a 25% 
discount on John Wiley & Sons 
books, including the extensive list 
of economics and history titles, as 
well as other brands such as 
Jossey-Bass and the For 
Dummies series. 
To take advantage of the offer, 
visit the EHSANZ web site. 

AEHR March 2013 Issue 
Worship Associations in Taiwan 
Hui-Wen Koo 
Work and Wages at a Melbourne 
Factory, the Guest Biscuit Works 
1870–1921 
Charles Fahey and André 
Sammartino 
The Industrial Impact of Monetary 
Shocks During the Inflation-
Targeting Era in Australia 
Joaquin L. Vespignani 
The Environmental Impacts of the 
Victorian Gold Rushes: Miners' 
Accounts during the First Five 
Years 
Warwick Frost 
The Economic Benefits of the 
Biological Control of Rabbits in 
Australia, 1950–2011 
Brian Cooke, Peter Chudleigh, 
Sarah Simpson and Glen 
Saunders 
 
Follow Wiley Economics on 
Twitter 
Don’t miss any updates from 
Wiley Economics. Sign up today - 
@WileyEconomics  
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Forthcoming from Wiley 

 
Contemporary China:  
A History since 1978 
Yongnian Zheng (Editor) 
ISBN: 978-0-470-65580-1 
Paperback, 256 pages 
May 2013, Wiley-Blackwell 

 
Working Hard for the 
American Dream:  
Workers and Their Unions, 
World War I to the Present 
Randi Storch 
ISBN: 978-1-1185-4149-4 
Paperback, 304 pages 
April 2013, Wiley-Blackwell 
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1

Call for Papers: 
 
Adelaide Frontier Research in 
Economic and Social History 
(FRESH) Meeting 
 
Key facts 
Date: June 25, 2013 
Venue: University of South Australia, 
Adelaide, South Australia 
Local organizer: Martin Shanahan 
(martin.shanahan@unisa.edu.au) 
 
About the Adelaide FRESH Meeting 
To date, FRESH meetings have 
been held in over a dozen countries 
around the world. FRESH meetings 
are aimed at researchers in any field 
of economic and social history. The 
meetings build on the concept that 
scholars present their ongoing 
research at an early stage, i.e. 
normally before it becomes 
published as a working paper or the 
like, and certainly before it is 
published in books or journals. The 
main aim of the meetings is to gather 
researchers in a friendly and 
collegial environment where they can 
present their research and receive 
constructive criticism from their 
peers. Participants should prepare 
their presentation in order to target a 
general-field audience. The idea is 
that, in this way, they will get to think 
about their research in broader 
terms. 
In the week following the World 
Cliometrics Conference in Hawaii, 
there will be a FRESH meeting at the 
University of South Australia. 
Participants planning to take part in 
the World Cliometrics Congress are 

Adelaide Frontier Research in Economic and Social History 

(Fresh) Meeting 
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warmly invited to return home via 
Australia, and participate in the 
Adelaide fresh meeting. There are 
direct flights from Hawaii into 
Adelaide, as well as multiple daily 
connections from Singapore, Hong 
Kong, Sydney, Brisbane and 
Melbourne. In 2011, Adelaide was 
named most livable city in Australia 
and eighth in The Economist's 
World's Most Livable Cities. The 
FRESH meeting organizers strive 
to accommodate as many speakers 
as possible. Accepted papers will 
normally receive 30 minutes each 
(20 minutes for presentation and 10 
minutes for discussion). However, 
in the interest of avoiding parallel 
sessions, the presentation time 
may be shortened. In the event of 
space constraints, please note that 
members of the hosting faculty and 
geographically close institutions will 
be given preference. 
The organizers offer lunch, dinner 
and other refreshments on the day 
of the meeting, but hotels and 
travel must be covered by the 
participants themselves. Also, there 
will be a registration fee for this 
meeting of 70 EUR payable on 
acceptance of your submission. 
 
How to apply 
Prospective participants should 
submit a one-page abstract and a 
short CV to Martin Shanahan 
(email: 
martin.shanahan@unisa.edu.au) 
no later than March 31, 
2013. Notification of acceptance 
will be given by the middle of April. 
The Adelaide FRESH meeting is 
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organized by Martin Shanahan 
(local organizer), 
Rowena Gray, Paul Sharp and 
Jacob Weisdorf (FRESH 
coordinators). 
 
Would you like to organize a 
FRESH meeting? 
FRESH meetings have no 
permanent venue but take place at 
any institution around the world 
where there is an interest in having 
the FRESH meeting. 
Hosting institutions will be asked to 
provide a venue, including 
electronic equipment, and lunch 
and dinner for the meeting 
participants (usually 10-15 
persons). If you would like to 
organize a FRESH meeting at your 
institution, please contact the 
meeting organizers (contact details 
on the FRESH website: 
www.sdu.dk/en/ivoe/fresh). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Would you like to keep updated on 
FRESH activities? 
There are two ways to sign up for 
updates on our activities. You can 
either 
'like' FRESH on our facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/freshmeetings)
, or you can subscribe to eh.news 
at eh.net. 
 
--------------------------------- 
Paul Sharp (www.keynes.dk) 
 

The 17th World Economic History Conference 

1

The International Economic History 
Association (IEHA) is delighted to 
announce its 17th World Economic 
History Congress (WEHC) to be held 
in Kyoto, Japan, from August 3rd to 
7th, 2015. 
The First Call for Session is now 
open at our online submission page, 
https://www.kansai-
lin.jp/wehc2015/session_form.php. 
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The first round for submission of 
session proposals is from 1st 
March to 1st September, 2013. 
Please find the guidelines at 
http://www.wehc2015.org/scientific
programme-call_for_sessions.html, 
and submit your proposal by the 
deadline. 
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If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact the Secretariat at 
wehc2015@c-linkage.co.jp 
 

Best regards, 
Tetsuji Okazaki 
Chair, WEHC 2015 Local Organizing 
Committee 
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Open Access and the 
Australian Economic History 
Review. 
The following article is an 
abridged and edited version of 
recent communications between 
the current editors of the AEHR 
and Wiley-Blackwell 
representatives. It is presented 
here to keep society members 
informed, and represents our 
best understanding of the 
situation at present. It is 
presented for information only, 
and should not be relied on as 
the final word in this area. 
 
You may be aware of recent 
changes in Australia, the UK and 
US to require researchers in 
receipt of government funding to 
ensure their published work is 
freely accessible to other 
researchers.  This has meant that 
the AEHR, along with other 
journals, will be changing the 
terms of the reuse of published 
articles available to authors. 
As a result of these 
developments, authors submitting 
their work to the AEHR, will be 
presented with a number of 
choices when their paper is being 
prepared for publication. 
 
Gold Open access: 
The AEHR will offer authors the 
option of publishing using paid, 
Gold Open Access through Wiley 
Online Open. This complies with 
the Research Councils of the 
UK’s gold publishing mandates. 
This option is available to all 
authors, regardless of whether or 
not they are funded by the 
RCUK. 
Authors using Online Open can 
choose from three alternative 
Creative Commons licences that 
differ based on the extent that 
others are allowed to reuse the 
published work. The CC-BY 
licence (required for RCUK 
funded authors) allows all forms 

Open Access and The Australian Economic History Review 
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of reuse as long as the author is 
attributed; the CC-BY-NC 
licence allows reuse with 
attribution for non-commercial 
uses and the CC-BY-NC-ND 
licence allows sharing of the 
work with attribution, but does 
not allow for derivative works.  
The changes mean the AEHR 
will be a ‘hybrid’ journal, offering 
a mix of paid-access and 
author-funded open access 
content. More information on 
these licences can be found at 
http://creativecommons.org.  
 
Green Open access (deposit 
of accepted version):  
With the introduction of a new 
Copyright Transfer Agreement 
for the journal, eligible authors 
will have the option to post the 
Accepted version of their paper 
to a permanent repository after 
embargo. Eligible authors 
include those with funding 
mandates and, on a trial basis, 
authors subject to special 
arrangements. Details of who is 
eligible for the ‘green option’ will 
be included on: 
http://www.wiley.com/go/funders
tatement. To date this link does 
not mention any Australian-
based funding providers (but 
see important note below). 
There will be a link to the 
webpage from the new 
Copyright Transfer Agreement 
so authors can check if they are 
eligible. 
This is a more restricted option 
than the editors requested, 
however we note that the 
current approach is a trial. 
 
CAUL (Council of Australian 
University Librarians) pilot: 
One of the special 
arrangements that will allow 
green open access for certain 
authors is taking place in 
Australia. Wiley are in the 
process of finalising an 
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agreement with CAUL whereby 
Australian authors employed by 
CAUL institutions, regardless of 
funding, will be able to post the 
Accepted version of their article 
to an institutional repository after 
an agreed embargo. This is for a 
trial period only, and is not a 
permanent policy change so is 
therefore subject to change.  
 
Paid access: For authors not 
falling under any of the funding 
mandates or special 
arrangements, the ‘traditional’, 
paid access publishing model 
still applies. Authors publishing 
work in this way will be required 
to sign the journal’s new 
Copyright Transfer Agreement. 
 
Open access and the future of 
scholarly journal publishing 
Wiley-Blackwell is naturally 
cautious about future 
developments in scholarly 
journal publishing, as this is an 
important part of their business 
and any change must be 
financially sustainable.  They are 
introducing changes gradually, 
but in a genuine effort to 
accommodate the wishes of 
research councils, governments 
and scholars.   
 
Be sure to watch this space! 
 
Other background material 
British Academy’s discussion on 
Open Access late last year: 
http://www.britac.ac.uk/template
s/asset-
relay.cfm?frmAssetFileID=1206
1 
 
The Royal Historical Society, in 
an open letter about Open 
Access:   
http://www.royalhistoricalsociety.
org/RHSPresidentE-
letterOctober2012.pdf 
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What is economic history? 
Economic history is the study of our past development, particularly in relation to economics, labour, and business. It 
includes, for example, the economic development of nations, the growth of business enterprise, and the organisation of 
work. 
While economic history draws extensively on its close relationships with the disciplines of economics and history, its 
ultimate strength lies in its broad inter-disciplinary connections across a wide range of social science and business 
subjects. It encourages diverse but rigorous approaches to understanding our economic past, which draw upon 
theories, concepts, and a wide range of historical information sources. 

Images: Asia-Pacific Economic and Business History Conference: 
Korea 2013 

Stephen Morgan presents his work. The Butlin lecturer Professor Young Hoon Rhee and his 
audience 

The reception desk awaits the delegates. Delegates enjoy a Korean banquet with their hosts. 


