
C.B. (Boris) Schedvin wrote his PhD at University of Sydney, and held positions in economic 

history at University of Sydney, London School of Economics, Monash University, and 

University of Melbourne. He was co-editor of the AEHR between 1966 and 1972 and served on 

editorial boards of Business History and Historical Studies. Schedvin was president of the 

EHANZ between 1986 and 1992. He held various external positions such as Official War 

Historian, CSIRO Historian, Member of the Reserve Bank of Australia Bicentennial Advisory 

Panel, and Official Historian of the Reserve Bank of Australia. His book Australia and the Great 

Depression (1970) is one of the most widely cited scholarly works in Australian Economic 

History. Schedvin taught or supervised virtually an entire generation of scholars in Australian 

economic history. Among his supervisees were Greg Whitwell, Tony Pensabene, John Kennett, 

and Meg Chapman. 

Both [Schedvin and Sinclair] are worthy recipients of the inaugural award. Their 

contribution to the discipline of economic history over a long period of time was 

impressive and influential. Each used different methodologies and asked different 

questions. Boris plunged into archival material to produce a series of major studies of the 

evolution and impact of public policy in Australia in the twentieth century, the 1930s 

Depression, World War II, science and central banking amongst much else besides.  

(David Merrett, University of Melbourne) 

 

Boris Schedvin wrote authoritative books … based on solid archival work, as well as 

wide reading. Although Boris was never a card-carrying cliometrician, his work often 

brought a theoretical framework to bear, and he was comfortable with numbers. 

 

(Jonathan Pincus, University of Adelaide) 

 

 

Both were active scholars who published important work advancing the empirical and 

theoretical understandings of economic history, as well as using these insights to engage 

with a variety of different disciplines. Sinclair and Schedvin dedicated their careers to the 

myriad activities involved in promoting a field of research. 

(Claire Wright, University of Wollongong) 

 


