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J.W. McCarty Prize 
for the best 4th-year honours or graduate sub-thesis in economic history completed at an 

academic institution in Australian or New Zealand, awarded by the Economic History 

Society of Australia and New Zealand 

 

 

Aim 

The aim of the prize is to encourage undergraduate and graduate coursework students to undertake 

further postgraduate studies in economic history. The prize honours the contribution of Professor 

John William McCarty (1931-1998) https://www.assa.edu.au/fellows/656/. to economic history.  

Editor of Australian Economic History Review from 1961-1974, McCarty held the inaugural Chair 

in Economic History at Monash University from 1968 until his retirement in 1996. His ‘Australian 

Capital Cities in the Nineteenth Century’ remains the most widely cited article to be published in 

Australian Economic History Review. 

 

Prize 

The prize will be awarded to the best 4th-year honours or graduate sub-thesis in economic history, 

completed in the two years preceding the closing date at an Australian or New Zealand academic 

institution. The prize consists of an award of A$250. 

 

Procedure 
Following a call for nominations by the Secretary of the Society, nominations should be submitted 
to the Secretary. Nominations must contain a PDF copy of the sub-thesis and confirmation that the 
sub-thesis meets the criteria for the prize. The criteria for nomination are that (a) the nominator is 
a supervisor of the nominee, (b) the thesis was written as part of a degree program at an academic 
institution in Australia or New Zealand, and (c) the relevant degree requirements must have been 
satisfied by the time of the nomination. A thesis may be submitted for the prize once only. 
 
The President of the Society will announce the winner and arrange presentation of the prize. The 
Society will only award the prize if a thesis of sufficient merit is received. The winner of the prize 
and other finalists for the prize will be announced on the Society website and on the Society’s 
social media pages.  
 

Criteria 

The prize shall be awarded to the candidate submitting the best thesis in the general field of 

economic history accepted by the examiners in the two years preceding the closing date. It is 

acknowledged that some subjects allow for a greater degree of originality than others, perhaps 

because of the local availability of primary sources or data. Therefore, theses will be considered 

on topics which span not only the field of economic history, but also that of related disciplines of 

business history, economics, history of economic thought, industrial relations, demography, 

politics and business studies. Theses which are not based on primary sources and data, but which, 

for instance, explore new methodological approaches, will also be considered. 
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Informal enquiries about the prize can be made to the Secretary (jim.mcaloon@vuw.ac.nz). 

 

Lionel Frost 

President, Economic History Society of Australia and New Zealand 

lionel.frost@monash.edu  

 

Jim McAloon 

Secretary, Economic History Society of Australia and New Zealand 

jim.mcaloon@vuw.ac.nz  

 

mailto:jim.mcaloon@vuw.ac.nz
mailto:lionel.frost@monash.edu
mailto:lionel.frost@monash.edu
mailto:jim.mcaloon@vuw.ac.nz
mailto:jim.mcaloon@vuw.ac.nz

