
The Shann Award for 2020 is made to Ian W. McLean. 

Others will, for good reason, highlight Ian McLean’s contributions to the literature of 

economic history, culminating in his monumental Why Australia Prospered, which is 

rightly seen as the capstone of a productive research career. Instead, or perhaps in 

addition, I would highlight Ian’s character as a colleague and mentor.  During Ian’s 

repeated visits to Berkeley, he served as a bridge between ambitious graduate students 

and all too often inaccessible faculty.  I’ve had the pleasure of coauthoring an article 

with Ian, but I’ve also had the equally gratifying experience of coauthoring articles with 

UC Berkeley Ph.D. recipients who benefited enormously from Ian’s mentoring and 

example – who, one might say, made it through the program with his help, guidance 

and inspiration.  We like to think that we have a supportive and collegial economic 

history community (as well as a productive one).  If we do, that atmosphere is in no 

small part a legacy of Ian’s contributions as a visitor, instructor and friend over the 

years.  All that, and game-changing research on Australia and the world economy as 

well.  Congratulations, Ian, on this well-deserved recognition. 

(Barry Eichengreen, University of California Berkeley) 

Ian is a one-of-a-kind researcher and scholar, blending a command of the craft of 

economic history with creativity, humility, and wit. His work documenting the 

importance of both geography and institutions in shaping long-run development is 

pathbreaking. Just as important, Ian's steadfast commitment to nurturing young scholars 

in economic history, not just in Australia and at the University of Adelaide, but 

throughout the world, is quite frankly unrivalled. His passion for the subject and sage 

advice helped launch the careers of many prominent members of the discipline, and has 

left an indelible mark on the field of economic history. I can think of no scholar and 

mentor more deserving than Ian to receive the Shann Award. 

(Kris James Mitchener, Santa Clara University) 

I see Ian McLean as one of Australia's great and most creative economic historians. He 

has done the hard, detailed historical research, and combined it with considerable 

macroeconomic flair to produce a new story of our country. It is a very considerable 

achievement. Ian is deeply curious and profoundly empirical scholar. He listens and 

engages in debates with economists, historians and social scientists and then goes back 

to the data to sort through the views, and evaluate the alternatives through that lens. In 

the process, Ian has moved from the issues of how Australia developed to the more 

fundamental question of why it developed the way it did. Following this logic his 

intellectual focus has shifted from fairly traditional macroeconomics, and much closer 

to development economics. It has been a great pleasure to watch his path of exploration 

and discovery. 

(Rodney Maddock, Victoria University) 

 

 


