
ANNOUNCEMENT 

S.J. Butlin Prize 

I am pleased to announce the winner of the S.J. Butlin Prize, awarded triennially for the best 

Masters or PhD thesis in Australian or New Zealand economic history:  

Peter Gibson, ‘Made in Chinatown: Chinese Furniture Factories in Australia, 1880–

1930’ (PhD, University of Wollongong, 2019). 

‘Made in Chinatown’, tells the stories of Chinese entrepreneurs in the furniture-making 

business in Melbourne and Sydney, their workers, and their contribution to late colonial and 

Federation Australia. The prize committee judged the thesis to be a fine piece of research, 

based on an under-explored area of business, economic and social history. Especially 

appealing is the excellent use of archival sources, such as bankruptcy testimonies and Court 

records that allow the voices of these Chinese speak to us, an intimacy almost akin to an 

interview that comes via the court transcripts. In the thesis we see Chinese entrepreneurs and 

workers given agency, which is lacking in many studies that cast the Chinese as victims of 

the White Australia racism of the times. Instead, we see them making a life for themselves in 

competition and cooperation with the dominant European communities in which they lived.  

On behalf of the Society, I congratulate Dr Gibson. 

 

Two short-listed theses were commended by the prize committee: 

• John Hawkins, ‘The Australian treasurers: managers and reformers in an evolving 

role’ (PhD, Australian National University, 2017). 

• Benjamin Huf, ‘Making things economic: Theory and government in New South 

Wales, 1783-1863’ (PhD, Australian National University, 2018). 

These are also fine pieces of scholarship that focus on particular aspects of Australia’s 

economic history. ‘The Australian treasurers’ applies concepts of ‘political time’ to a 

collective political biography in an enlightening way, through a framework that shows the 

interplay of each treasurer’s individual aptitude with broader political and economic forces. 

‘Making things economic’ is a well-written, sophisticated, and complex study of economic 

thought, political economy, and economic policy in the Colony of New South Wales.  

Summaries of all three dissertations are now published ahead-of-print in AEHR. 
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