
ANNOUNCEMENT 

E.O.G. Shann Award 

Honouring the contribution of the late Edward Owen Giblin Shann (1884 – 1935), this award 

is made annually to reward lifetime service to the discipline of economic history in Australia 

and New Zealand. Past awards have been made to C.B. Schedvin, W.A. Sinclair (2018), 

Jonathan Pincus (2019), and Ian W. McLean (2020).  

The 2021 E.O.G. Shann Award is made to David Merrett. 

Over a 50-year career, David has made an outstanding contribution to the discipline, both 

directly through his scholarship, and indirectly through his mentoring, collegiality, and 

professional leadership.  

 

The following testimonies have been provided by David’s colleagues: 

David Merrett has made an outstanding contribution to the economic and business history of 

Australia across a fifty-year career. He effectively and sensibly combines the economist’s 

interests in how markets function with the management scholar’s focus on how businesses 

perform. In addition to his own work, David has generously spent a great deal of time 

providing feedback on the work of many other scholars. He has contributed widely to the 

governance of economic history in Australia including periods as editor of AEHR and as 

Treasurer of the Economic History Society of Australia and New Zealand. He has also 

undertaken important governance roles at the University of Melbourne including that of 

Head of School. 

(Simon Ville, University of Wollongong) 

 

David Merrett’s contribution to economic and business history, over a sustained period of 

five decades, has been exceptional. His scholarship is remarkable not only for its breadth but 

also for its depth of analysis. His early research had an economic history focus and provided 

many insights into the operation of markets and regulatory impacts of on them. However, it is 

his application of business history methodologies that has had a fundamental influence in 

promoting the expansion of the discipline and the recognition of the value of Australian 

business and economic history scholarship internationally. David is well known for his 

collegiality and generosity, particularly in fostering the careers of many junior researchers 

and academics. He has been a mentor to a number of early career researchers. In this way he 

has had a fundamental influence on providing the foundations which will carry the discipline 

forward in decades to come. 

(Monica Keneley, Deakin University) 

 

David Merrett is a true role model as a scholar. His publications in financial and business 

history are characterized by deep research and sharp analysis, and there are a lot of them. 

He owns the field of Australian banking history, while his research on the evolution of the 



Australian business system has been pioneering and transformational. David has remained 

intellectually curious, open to new ideas, and highly productive throughout his long career. 

Globally aware and active, he has also made Australian economic history accessible to the 

international research community. Impressively, David’s productivity has never come at the 

cost of service to his universities and to the profession of economic history.  His career is 

replete with journal editorships, memberships of editorial boards, and a vast amount of both 

teaching and university administration. I am personally the beneficiary of David’s 

extraordinary willingness to give his time to helping others. He has read five of my own 

books in draft, and his clarity of mind and wisdom were highly impactful on their final shape 

and arguments. David stands out as a modest and wise giant in economic history, who has 

shaped a field both through his own research and through his selfless service to others. 

(Geoffrey Jones, Isidor Straus Professor of Business History, Harvard Business School) 

 

On behalf of the Society, I extend congratulations and thanks to David Merrett. 

 

Lionel Frost 

President, Economic History Society of Australia and New Zealand 


