
ANNOUNCEMENT 

E.O.G. Shann Award 2022 

Honouring the contribution of the late Edward Owen Giblin Shann (1884 – 1935), the 

Economic History Society of Australia and New Zealand makes this award annually to 

reward lifetime service to the discipline of economic history in Australia and New Zealand. 

Past awards have been made to C.B. Schedvin, W.A. Sinclair (2018), Jonathan Pincus (2019), 

Ian W. McLean (2020), and David Merrett (2021).  

The 2022 E.O.G. Shann Award is made to Jeffrey G. Williamson. 

Over a 60-year career, Jeff has made an outstanding contribution to the discipline, both 

directly through his scholarship, and indirectly through his mentoring, generosity, and 

collegiality.  

 

 

The following testimonies have been provided by Jeff’s colleagues: 

Unquestionably, Jeff Williamson has been one of the most prolific and influential scholars in 

economic history. Jeff’s work is truly global, spanning all continents and covering wide 

range of important topics, such as long-run inequality, globalisation and de-globalisation, 

industrialisation and de-industrialisation, international migration, just to mention a few.  

In the past ten years, part of Jeff’s research agenda has also been devoted to Australian 

economic history, with a focus on economic development and inequality in the nineteenth 

century. Such work had produced new estimates of standards of living and inequality. The 

former document that while Australians were “rich” by European and Latin American 

standards, they were still behind the United States in the nineteenth century; the latter show 

that Australia underwent an exceptional levelling of incomes between the 1820s and the 

1870s, a trend that continued over the next half century (1870-1910). Not only has Jeff 

produced extremely valuable research in economic history, he is also an excellent co-author 

to work with. Collaborating with Jeff has been truly inspirational, his energy and positivity a 

constant encouragement to strive to improve, his mentorship and support truly unvaluable. 

 (Laura Panza, University of Melbourne) 



 

Jeff Williamson has been one of the undisputed giants of economic history since the 1960s. 

While his work has spanned many time periods and continents, several themes reoccur 

throughout his work. First, there is a focus on long run processes of growth and structural 

change. Second, there is a constant emphasis on distribution: regional, factoral, personal. 

And third, Jeff has always highlighted the importance of open economy factors in explaining 

the above — unusually so, perhaps, for an American economic historian. And that emphasis 

on open economy factors helps in understanding why his influence has been so enormous 

around the world — in Europe, Latin America, Southeast Asia, and of course Australia and 

New Zealand. That influence has not only been exercised via his writing, but through his 

constant and unfailingly generous training of graduate students, mentoring of other young 

colleagues, and support of regional initiatives to promote quantitative economic history. We 

all owe him a huge debt of gratitude.  

(Kevin O’Rourke, NYU Abu Dhabi) 

 

It goes almost without saying that Jeff Williamson is a prolific scholar, having published an 

enormous volume of influential books and papers over a 60-year career. As a result of the 

breadth of his work and of the many key insights that it contains, his name appears in the 

reference lists and on the reading lists of almost every economic historian. He has been a 

pioneer of the cliometric approach to economic history and especially of thinking in general 

equilibrium terms about industrialisation and growth, distribution and inequality. He has 

also led the charge on the economic history of globalisation, which reaches far beyond the 

traditional focus of Europe and North America. His work on Asia, and latterly on Australia, 

has been an inspiration to many. His involvement with Australia, through frequent visits and 

joint research projects, has breathed new life into its economic history. Jeff is legendary for 

his readiness to positively encourage, and collaborate with, PhD students and other young 

scholars, as well as those not quite so young. As I can testify from personal experience over 

30 years, working with Jeff lifts your eyes from the patch of ground in front of you to much 

wider, and far more interesting, horizons.    

 (Tim Hatton, Australian National University) 

 

It isn't just that his published research is more heavily cited than that of any other living 

economic historian. Or his militant insistence that research in economic history must shift 

beyond the usual North Atlantic region. It's also his mentorship to collaborators and students 

from all over the world. Ever the energizer and cheerleader: "You've got a great idea there -- 

let's get to work on it pronto!" The economic historians of Australia were as receptive as any 

to these offers of intellectual companionship, as their continuing publications show. 

Jeff poured similar opportunities on me, starting with his building the economic team that 

hired me at Wisconsin in 1966. At one point, in 1972, he had amassed the following team of 

economic historians in the Economics Department: Ralph Andreano, Claudia Goldin, Peter 

Lindert, Nate Rosenberg and Jeff himself. He also set up joint seminars with the History 

Department (can you imagine?), a department that included Dave Herlihy, Phil Curtin, Alan 



and Margaret Bogue, among other economic historians. As soon as he and I discovered a 

mutual interest in the history of inequality in 1975, we were off and running. So easy was it to 

collaborate with Jeff that we did all our co-authorships after I had left Wisconsin in 1976. As 

others have found, it is a delight to work with him. 

(Peter H. Lindert, University of California, Davis) 

 

On behalf of the Society, I extend congratulations and thanks to Jeff Williamson. 

 

Lionel Frost 

President, Economic History Society of Australia and New Zealand 


