
ANNOUNCEMENT 

E.O.G. Shann Award 2023 

Honouring the contribution of the late Edward Owen Giblin Shann (1884 – 1935), the Economic History Society 

of Australia and New Zealand makes this award annually to reward lifetime service to the discipline of economic 

history in Australia and New Zealand. Past awards have been made to C.B. Schedvin, W.A. Sinclair (2018), 

Jonathan Pincus (2019), Ian W. McLean (2020), David Merrett (2021), and Jeffrey G. Williamson (2022).  

The 2023 E.O.G. Shann Award is made to Martin P. Shanahan. 

Over a 40-year career, Martin has made an outstanding contribution to the discipline, both directly through his 

scholarship, and indirectly through his mentoring, generosity, and collegiality. Shanahan has served the Society 

for over 20 years, as president and editor of our journal. First appointed as a tutor at Flinders University of South 

Australia in 1982, Martin was awarded the SJ Butlin Prize for the best PhD thesis in economic history in Australia 

and New Zealand in 1993. Co-author of two major books (Cities in a Sunburnt Country: Water and the Making of 

Urban Australia (2022) and From Protection to Competition: The Politics of Trade Practices Reform in Australia 

(2015)), Shanahan is (to date) co-editor of five edited volumes, 51 articles in scholarly journals, and 36 refereed 

book chapters.  

 

Some of Martin’s colleagues have provided the following testimonies: 

Martin Shanahan’s contributions to the economic history discipline in Australia and New Zealand are notable for 

both their depth and their width. While taking leadership roles within his own institution, he has served on the 

Executive of the EHSANZ for twenty years, including six as President; and ten years as co-editor of the AEHR, 

followed by a term as consultant editor. Meanwhile, for some fifteen years he was an Executive Member of the 

International Economic History Association and, more recently, on its Audit Committee. Martin was involved in 

the organization of eight international conferences/congresses in economic and business history, in five different 

countries; as well as in a number of individual sessions; and was the invited chair or commentator in a dozen 

conferences, most of them overseas. Moreover, in his research and extensive publications, he has shown that 

an economic historian of talent, imagination, energy and an ability to cooperate can thrive within a Business 

School outside the Group of Eight. 

(Jonathan Pincus, University of Adelaide) 

Professor Martin Shanahan has an outstanding track record of high-quality research in the field of economic and 

business history. His research also covers an unusually broad spectrum of topics and questions. In several 

areas, his contributions lie in the international forefront. This is the case especially in his research on water 

management in historical perspective and on historical cartel and competition policy. Shanahan always eagerly 

takes on new questions and new empirical material, which he combines with deep theoretical insights. His ability 

and willingness to work with new, and often vast, empirical material are impressive. 

In addition to significant contributions to the scholarly field, Martin Shanahan is a generous scholar. He is always 

ready to help both colleagues and PhD students. He is also easy to collaborate with, as he is always constructive 

and open to suggestions and new ideas. Martin is therefore both a highly respected and a much-liked member in 

the international community. 

(Susanna Fellman, University of Gothenburg) 

Martin Shanahan has made a significant contribution across many fronts to economic history. His research has 

provided significant insights in a wide variety of issues. Martin’s early work on inequality remains one of the most 

comprehensive studies undertaken. His contributions however have also brought insights to the areas of labour 

economics, trade, environmental and water, and antitrust. His approaches often blend economic and business 

history.   



Martin’s service and contribution extends well beyond his research. He has acted as a mentor to many young 

academics, of which I consider myself a fortunate beneficiary. He has been a leader and supporter of the 

EHSANZ, serving as a long-time executive member and as President from 2011-2017. Associated with this has 

been service and stewardship of the AEHR and to the IEHA. 

These ongoing achievements are significant, supporting and shaping economic history in Australia and New 

Zealand, very much in the Shann tradition. Perhaps underlying all of this is what makes working with Martin so 

rewarding: he is well known as having an extraordinary appreciation for the importance of viewing the world 

through the lens of history, an ability to examine things in new ways, and an ability to motivate and guide new 

research. 

(John K. Wilson, University of South Australia) 

 

On behalf of the Society, I extend congratulations and thanks to Martin Shanahan. 

 

Lionel Frost 

President, Economic History Society of Australia and New Zealand 

 


